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RICHARD N. HOFFMAN WINS HONORARY LIFETIME 
MEMBERSHIP FOR BEST NCS EXHIBIT OF 1973 


Richard N. Hoffman of Applet 
honorary lifetime membership in 
NCS coin-medals (see picture on 
page 2) which has been judged 
by the NCS Board of Trustees to 
be the “Best NCS Exhibit of 
1973.” 

Mr. Hoffman also received a 
cash prize of $250.00 and a hand¬ 
some gold-plated trophy for win¬ 
ning the Fourth Quarterly NCS 
Exhibit Contest of 1973. 

As winner of the top 1973 
exhibit award, Mr. Hoffman be¬ 
comes the eighth lifetime member 
of NCS, joining W. N. Snellings, 
John Kish, Larry Murrell, Frank 
Domurat, Glenn Gundelfinger, 
Richard Lebold and Harry A. 
Burkhardt, the annual winners in 
previous years. (Douglas Wark, 
the 1967 annual winner, passed 
away in June, 1970.) Mr. Hoff¬ 
man’s membership has now been 
converted to lifetime paid-up 
status. 

During the last quarter of 1973, 
Mr. Hoffman’s display was ex¬ 
hibited at the Fox Valley Coin 
Club in Appleton, Wisconsin, 


an, Wisconsin, has been awarded an 
NCS for his outstanding display of 


where it received much praise 
from the club members. The dis¬ 
play —■ framed in solid oak — 
consists of four rotating panels 
featuring a total of 112 NCS 
commemorative coin-medals. Sep¬ 
arate motors revolve each panel. 
And mirrors, placed behind each 
panel, allow viewers to see the 
obverse and reverse of each medal 
at one glance. 

The First Quarterly NCS Ex¬ 
hibit Contest of 1974 is now un¬ 
der way. Entries may be exhibited 
any time between January 1 and 
March 31, 1974. A $250.00 cash 
prize and a gold-plated trophy 
will be given for the best NCS 
exhibit presented during this pe¬ 
riod, and three additional awards 
of $250.00 each will be made for 
the best NCS exhibit presented 
during each of the three subse¬ 
quent quarters of 1974. 

Then, a year from now, an 
Honorary Lifetime Membership 
will be awarded to the member 






whose exhibit is judged “Best of 
1974.” 

150th ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
BIRTH OF THOMAS “STONEWALL” 
JACKSON SELECTED 
BY NCS MEMBERS FOR 
122nd COMMEMORATIVE 

A Commemorative in Honor 
of the 150th Anniversary of the 
Birth of Thomas “Stonewall” 
Jackson has been selected by NCS 
members to be the subject of the 
122nd NCS Commemorative — 
the 22nd issue in Series III. This 
commemorative is scheduled to 
be issued in September, 1974. 
The final count of votes cast on 

“gsS-;, 



the ballot this month, each of 
which was duly nominated and 
seconded, are: 



The current ballot is for the 
123rd NCS Commemorative (the 
twenty-third commemorative in 
Series III), which is scheduled to 
be issued in October, 1974. This 
ballot must be received at NCS 
headquarters by February 15 to 
be included in the count. 
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IN THE MAILBAG 



COMET K0H0UTEK NOMINATED 

Let’s issue a commemorative 
medal in honor of the Comet 
Kohoutek. This comet, which was 
visible to the human eye, will not 
reappear for another 800,000 
years. 

I sure hope that Comet Ko¬ 
houtek is placed on an NCS 
Official Ballot. It seems like it 
would make a very exciting medal 
to me. 

Alyce M. Benton (0268) 
Wichita, Kansas 

JOHN M. BROWNING SUGGESTED 

I am very much surprised that 
while many outstanding individ¬ 
uals have been recognized with a 
commemorative medal struck in 
their honor, no one apparently has 
nominated John M. Browning. 

' I believe that history shows 
that Mr. Browning has done more 
for the salvation of this country’s 
safety than anyone else. How 


would the history books read if 
John M. Browning had not in¬ 
vented: the “Colt Automatic” 
(used in World War I); the 
B.A.R. (Browning Automatic 
Rifle); the automatic machine 
gun, and the Winchester rifle? 

In World War I, John M. 
Browning was called upon by 
the United States Military Small 
Arms Ordnance to oversee all 
small arms production — and an¬ 
swered to no one but the Secretary 
of War. He invented more differ¬ 
ent kinds of guns and weapons 
than any other man in history, 
and most of his inventions are 
still being used today. 

R. C. Fessler, Sr. (1785) 

Los Angeles, California 

MORE PRAISE FOR 
APOLLO XVII MEDAL 

The Apollo XVII Commemor¬ 
ative Medal recently arrived and 
it is a masterpiece. I am still 
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very much impressed with the 
quality you maintain. 

Keep up the good work. 

Samuel Lipman (2039) 
La Mesa, California 

SECONDING NOMINATIONS 

I would like to second Ted 
Sorrentino’s suggestion, in the 
Mailbag section of the September 
newsletter, that we honor all of 
the Apollo flights with one com¬ 
memorative medal. 

Clyde Halbert, Jr. (4516) 
Zanesville, Ohio 

I would like to second the idea 
of Joseph J. Berton (0087) for 
the issuance of a 9" silver plate 
commemorating the upcoming 
Bicentennial. 

Allen H. Collings (1778) 
Branson, Missouri 

I support the idea of a special 
medal to commemorate the Bi¬ 
centennial. I also think that 1976 
medals should be restricted to 
subjects related to the founding 
of our country. 

William H. Wooden, II (5120) 
Superior, Wisconsin 

I second the suggestion of 
Bernard & Geneva Hammer for 
a sterling silver commemorative 
honoring the striking of the first 
coin at the United States Mint— 
the Half Disme. 

Evan Krieger (0110) 
Neponsit, New York 

I feel S. Rider (0598) has made 
a very meritorious suggestion in 


nominating John Muir, and I 
would like to support his nomina¬ 
tion. 

Edgar J. Ingmire (1348) 
Wichita Falls, Texas 

Inasmuch as we commemorate 
only things and persons of the 
past — now dead and departed — 
I wish to second the nomination 
by Helen J. Sprague (0674) that 
we honor our nation’s free enter¬ 
prise system. Free enterprise was 
one of the chief things that made 
these United States of America a 
great nation. 

Clyde W. Plybon (0288) 
Alexandria, Virginia 

FOR VOLUNTEER FIREMEN 

I propose that a memorial 
medal be minted to commemorate 
all the deceased Fire-Fighters of 
America (our great peacetime 
army) who save life and protect 
property. More than 250 made 
the supreme sacrifice in 1973 
alone. 

I am not a fire-fighter, but I 
admire these noble public ser¬ 
vants who risk their lives at every 
alarm of fire. 

George J. Bertsch (1799) 
Kenmore, New York 

If anyone is worthy of com¬ 
memoration by The National 
Commemorative Society, the vol¬ 
unteer firemen are. 

For 365 days a year, we take 
these men and the great service 
they perform for granted. While 
no commemorative medal could 
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ever repay the volunteer firemen 
for an often thankless job, I feel 
it would be fitting that NCS honor 
these dedicated men. 

Keep in mind that the volunteer 
firemen are always ready at a 
moment’s notice to abandon the 
daily cares of their own private 
lives and rush to the aid of fel¬ 
low citizens in distress — 24 
hours a day, 365 days a year, 
when fire strikes they are on their 
way, often risking their lives to 
save the lives or property of their 
neighbors. 

Our late President Lyndon B. 
Johnson gave recognition to fire¬ 
men by proclaiming each May 
4th as Fire-Fighters Day of Rec¬ 
ognition. 

I hope that NCS will soon pay 
tribute to the volunteer firemen 
of America. 

Elmer A. DeVay (3626) 

North Braddock, Pennsylvania 

WORTHY SUBJECTS 

All four subjects on the latest 
Official Ballot are worthy of my 
vote. 

Why not return the three sub¬ 
jects not selected to the next 
ballot? 

James Manolakelli (0733) 
Reading, Pennsylvania 

ELECTRICAL INVENTOR 
NOMINATED 

I nominate Nikola Tesla — 
the inventor of Alternating Cur¬ 
rent (A.C.). In 1895 he har¬ 
nessed Niagara Falls, producing 
9,000,000 horsepower. In addi¬ 


tion, Mr. Tesla invented many 
engines and dynamos. 

Jane Rieger (2561) 
New York, New York 

PLEASED WITH CHEST 

I have received my Deluxe Col¬ 
lector’s Chest for the 11th through 
20th Issues in Series III. I must 
tell you how very pleased I am. 

It appropriately complements 
those very beautiful medals it 
was designed to hold. 

Gladys L. Blood (2784) 
Santa Ana, California 


C0MMEM0RATIVES IN THE WORKS 

No. 115 —February, 1974 
Bicentennial of the 
First Continental Congress 
Sculptor — Ernest Lauser 
No. 116 —March, 1974 
Eli Whitney 

Sculptor — Theodore Barbarossa 

No. 117 —April, 1974 

John Philip Sousa 

Sculptor — Bruno Mankowski 

No. 118 —May, 1974 

Eddie Rickenbacker Memorial 

Sculptor — Raymond Turner 

No. 119 —June, 1974 

Sky lab I 

Sculptor — Herman De Roos 
No. 120 —July, 1974 
The 13 Original States 
Sculptor — Abram Belskie 
No. 121 —August, 1974 
Betsy Ross and the 
First A merican Flag 
Sculptor—Jane Lunger 
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ARNOLD BERGIER 
Sculptor of the NCS 
Battle of the Ironclads 
Coin-Medal 

Arnold Bergier was born Octo¬ 
ber 22, 1914, in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
After attending Ohio University, 
he studied with Camilo Egas, 
Robert Cwathmey and Joseph 
DuBe of France., 

In 1959 Mr. Bergier organ¬ 
ized the “Save the Village” cam¬ 
paign to protect historic and 
significant architecture of Green¬ 
wich Village, New York. For 
many years, Mr. Bergier was 
also a popular panelist on the 
“Long John Nebel” radio pro¬ 
gram originating in New York 
City. 

His principal artistic achieve¬ 
ments include: 

Coins and Medals: Daniel But¬ 
terfield Coin-Medal, The Interna¬ 
tional Fraternal Commemorative 
Society, 1969; D-Day Memorial 
Coin-Medal, The National Com¬ 
memorative Society, 1969; P. B. 
S. Pinchback Medal, American 


Negro Commemorative Society, 
1970. 

Sculpture: Portraits from life 
of the following people — John 
Dewey, 1940; Hon Ezequiel Pa¬ 
dilla, 1940; Walter Damrosch, 
1941; John Barbirolli, 1941; Ar¬ 
turo Toscanini, 1942; Admiral 
Richmond Kelley Turner, 1945; 
Admiral Chester Nimitz, 1945; 
Admiral William Halsey, 1945; 
James Forrestal, 1946; Dean 
Cornwell, 1948; Albert Einstein, 
1948; Lee DeForest, 1950. “Four 
Stones,” Temple Israel, Canton, 
Ohio, 1952; “Eternal Light,” 
B’nai Israel, Woodmere, N. Y., 
1953; Thomas Edison memorial 
plaque. New York City, 1954; 
Admiral Byrd memorial plaque, 
Washington, D.C., 1956; “Sta¬ 
tions of the Cross,” St. Mary’s 
Home, New York City, 1967; 
“Saint Elizabeth Feeding the 
Poor,” Huntington, N. Y., 1968; 
“Saint Joseph,” Lake Ronkon- 
koma, N.Y., 1968; Walt Whitman 
memorial plaque, Stony Brook 
College, N. Y., 1968; Margaret 
Sanger memorial plaque, Stony 
Brook College, N. Y., 1969; John 
Steinbeck memorial plaque, Sag 
Harbor, N. Y., 1969; “Madonna,” 
Malverne, N. Y., 1969. 

Exhibitions: Mr. Bergier’s 
works have been exhibited at 
the following museums and insti¬ 
tutions: National Academy of 
Design; Whitney Museum of 
American Art; Art Association, 
Newport, R.I.; Academy of Art, 
Honolulu, Hawaii; Guildhall, East 
Hampton, N. Y. 
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The Battle of the Ironclads Coin-Medal 
Sculptured by Arnold Bergier 

114th COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 


On April 19, 1861, during the 
American Civil War, President 
Abraham Lincoln’s proclamation 
of a blockade of Confederate 
seaports sparked naval officers 
from both the North and South 
to immediately begin prepara¬ 
tions for building a new type of 
naval vessel—a warship armored 
in iron, from which the name 
“ironclad” was derived. 

The Merrimac (later renamed 
the Virginia) had been built at 
the Boston Navy Yard five 
years earlier. Her displacement 
was 3,200 tons; length, 275 feet; 
beam, 38Vi feet; draft, 24 feet. 
Raised from the river mud, she 
was placed in dry-dock, her 
burned upper deck cut away, and 
an armored shield with sloping 
sides for 10 guns was installed. 
Her engines were then overhauled 
and a crew assembled. Captain 


Franklin Buchanan was put in 
command, with Lt. Catesby ap 
Roger Jones as his executive 
officer. 

In the summer of 1861, Wash¬ 
ington received many suggestions 
for armored vessels capable of 
combating the Merrimac. Finally, 
a design by John Ericsson — who 
later named the ship — was ac¬ 
cepted, only about four hours 
after it was officially submitted. 
Built in record time, this ship — 
the Monitor — was launched at 
Greenpoint, Long Island, on Jan¬ 
uary 30, 1862. Her displacement 
was 987 tons; length, 172 feet; 
beam, 41 Vi feet; draft, 10Vi feet. 
Her two 11-inch-shell guns were 
mounted in a revolving armored 
turret. Under the command of 
John L. Worden, with Lt. Samuel 
Dana Greene as executive officer, 
the Monitor departed from New 
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York City on March 6, towed by 
a tug and convoyed by two steam¬ 
ships. 

On March 9, at about 8 A.M., 
in Hampton Roads at the southern 
end of the Chesapeake Bay, the 
historic battle between the iron¬ 
clads began. The Merrimac and 
the Monitor passed and repassed 
each other, firing at close range. 
Both crews were poorly drilled, 
and hits had little effect. The 
Monitor was faster, turned more 
easily and quickly; but could fire 
only one shot every seven or 
eight minutes. So, after about two 
hours, she ran into shallow water 
(where the Merrimac, because of 
her greater draft, could not fol¬ 
low) to replenish the dwindling 
supply of ammunition in her tur¬ 
ret. 

During the 15 minutes that the 
Monitor was aground, the Mer¬ 
rimac did considerable damage 
to the grounded Minnesota — a 
Union steam frigate which had 
battled the Merrimac the preced¬ 
ing day. Then, as the Monitor 
returned to the battle, the Mer¬ 
rimac ran aground, and had con¬ 
siderable difficulty in backing off 
— being pounded all the while by 
the turret guns of the Monitor. 
As soon as he was clear, Jones — 
who replaced Buchanan as the 
Merrimac’s Captain following an 
injury to Buchanan in a skirmish 
with the Union frigate St. Law¬ 
rence the previous night — headed 
his ship for deeper water, and the 
Monitor followed. Seizing an 
opportunity, Jones swung around 
and rammed the Monitor. But 


Worden turned to avoid the larger 
ship and received only a glancing 
blow. Still, if the Merrimac’s iron 
prow had been in place, she would 
have inflicted severe damage on 
the Monitor. 

Jones then concentrated his 
gunfire on the Monitor’s pilot 
house, and a direct hit drove iron 
splinters into Worden’s eyes, dis¬ 
locating the top of the pilot 
house. The Monitor sheered into 
shallow water, while Greene came 
from the turret to take command 
and check the steering. Jones again 
turned toward the Minnesota, but 
his pilots warned of the shallow 
water and falling tide. His ship 
was leaking and ammunition was 
low. So Jones headed for the navy 
yard at Norfolk, and the battle 
ended. 

The battle between the Monitor 
and the Merrimac marked the 
end of the era of wooden fighting 
ships. Ericsson’s design for the 
Monitor’s turret, in particular, 
proved so effective that every 
battleship and cruiser built after 
1880 employed the principle of 
the revolving turret which had 
first been successfully demon¬ 
strated by the Monitor in its his¬ 
toric battle against the Merrimac. 

When the Confederates evac¬ 
uated Norfolk, the Merrimac was 
destroyed by her own crew — on 
May 11, 1862. Ironically, the 
Monitor sank in a gale off Cape 
Hatteras on the last day (Decem¬ 
ber 31) of that year — the very 
same year in which those two 
historic ironclads did battle. 
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THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY, BOX 100, LANSDOWNE, PENNA. 19050 


Volume 12 — Number 5 


February, 1974 


CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS SELECTED 
FOR 123rd NCS COMMEMORATIVE 

A Commemorative Tribute to Christopher Columbus has been selected 


by NCS members to be the subject 
the 23rd issue in Series III. This 
commemorative is scheduled to 
be issued in October, 1974. 

The final count of votes cast on 
last month’s ballot was: 


A Commemorative Tribute to 
Christopher Columbus ....1112 
A Commemorative in Honor of 
Independence Hall .. .. .. 653 

A Commemorative Tribute to 

Amelia Earhart . 587 

A Memorial Tribute to 
Roberto Clemente.496 


The two new subjects added to 
the ballot this month, each of 
which was duly nominated and 
seconded, are: 

A Commemorative Tribute to 
Rocky Marciano 
A Commemorative Tribute to 
The American Volunteer Fireman 
The current ballot is for the 
124th NCS Commemorative (the 
twenty-fourth commemorative in 
Series III), which is scheduled to 
be issued in November, 1974. This 
ballot must be received at NCS 
headquarters by March 15 to be 
included in the count. 


the 123rd NCS Commemorative — 


COMMEMORATIVES IN THE WORKS 

No. 116 —March, 1974 
Eli Whitney 

Sculptor — Theodore Barbarossa 
No. 117 —April, 1974 
John Philip Sousa 
Sculptor — Bruno Mankowski 
No. 118 —May, 1974 
Eddie Rickenbacker Memorial 
Sculptor — Raymond Turner 
No. 119 — June, 1974 
Skylab I 

Sculptor — Herman De Roos 
No. 120 —July, 1974 
The 13 Original States 
Sculptor — Abram Belskie 
No. 121—August, 1974 
Betsy Ross and the 
First American Flag 
Sculptor—Jane Lunger 
No. 122 — September, 1974 
Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson 
Sesquicentennial 
Sculptor — Karen Worth 








LOST AND STOLEN PROOFS 

Here is the latest cumulative 
list of lost and stolen NCS 
proofs. If you come across any 
of these proofs, please com¬ 
municate immediately with NCS. 

Membership No. Proofs 
0012 1st 

0027 1st thru 74th 

0074 6th 

0106 6th 

0130 2nd, 4th 

0131 1st 

0141 2nd thru 92nd 

0155 25th, 26th 

0185 1st thru 54th 

0206 2nd thru 5th, 8th, 

9th, 10th, 20th, 
21st, 22nd, 25th, 
26th, 31st, 33rd, 
35th, 36th, 52nd, 
60th, 62nd, 65th, 
68th, 72nd, 74th, 
75th, 80th and 
86th 

0233 1st thru 20th 

0264 12th thru 15th, 

22nd, 31st 

0297 51st thru 81st 

0333 1st thru 30th 

0371 20th 

0376 30th 

0382 14th 

0388 83rd, 84th, 85th 

0470 36th 

0476 14th, 15th, 17th 

0534 1st thru 36th 

0574 21st thru 26th 

0576 1st thru 5th 


0595 1st thru 10th, 

21st 

0639 1st thru 60th 

0713 1st thru 50th 

0796 1st thru 10th 

0797 1st thru 10th 

0842 94th, 95th, 96th 

0878 4th, 5th 

0909 24th 

0965 64th thru 86th 

0996 1st thru 24th 

1118 1st thru 57th 

1246 1st thru 20th 

1289 41st, 42nd 

1295 1st thru 51st 

1324 1st thru 15th 

1346 1st thru 42nd 

1455 59th thru 72nd 

1461 71st thru 74th 

1490 71st, 72nd 

1535 1st thru 25th 

1550 21st, 22nd 

1692 1st thru 16th 

1731 11th, 

51st thru 88th 

1804 51st thru 74th 

1815 70th 

1851 1st thru 21st 

1874 28th, 34th 

1965 101st thru 112th 

1968 38th thru 89th 

2000 1st thru 6th, 

9th thru 20th 
2066 8th 

2068 46th 

2160 14th 

2211 68th, 69th 

2254 1st thru 20th 

2341 66th 

2379 1st thru 24th 

2412 1st thru 30th 

(continued on page 5) 
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MAILBAG 


RELATIVE NOMINATES 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS 

John Quincy Adams was my 
great-great-great-great grand¬ 
father. I would like to nominate 
my forebear as a subject for a 
future NCS commemorative. 

I enjoy your fine work very 
much. 

Mrs. Peter R. Vranish (4275) 
Garden Grove, California 
PUGILISTS NOMINATED 

Please accept my nomination of 
John L. Sullivan and Rocky Mar¬ 
ciano. 

I think the best part of The 
National Commemorative Society 
is the variety of people and events 
commemorated. Commemorating 
only historical figures would make 
our Society too “stuffy.” 

Paul Thiebant (3809) 
San Mateo, California 
• Rocky Marciano's name appears 
on this month’s ballot. 

CYRUS McCORMICK SUGGESTED 

While many inventors have been 
honored by NCS, few have had 


much impact on the peoples’ lives 
in the production of foodstuffs. 

Cyrus Hall McCormick—the 
inventor of the reaper—removed 
much labor from the production 
of food. Before McCormick in¬ 
vented the reaper, wheat, oats, 
barley, rye, etc., were harvested 
by hand, much as in the Middle 
Ages. But today, America is the 
source of food products for many 
people. And much credit should 
go to my nominee, who lessened 
the human toil in food production. 

Carl T. Roedel (3823) 
Kirkwood, Missouri 

HISTORIC EVENTS 
AND SITES FAVORED 

I would prefer to see important 
historic events and great historic 
sites — rather than individuals — 
commemorated on our coin¬ 
medals. 

Mrs. H. Arthur Race (0254) 
Belvidere, New Jersey 

I do not approve of medals for 
living or recently (50 years) de¬ 
ceased persons. I generally prefer 
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medals on things or events rather 
than people. 

Edward Quinby (3282) 
Greenwich, Connecticut 

PRICELESS 

I have recently returned home 
from the hospital after five 
months, and I take this oppor¬ 
tunity to thank you for all the 
kindnesses your organization has 
extended to me. 

Again, many many thanks for 
your kindness. It is good to know 
that such people like yourselves 
are around to help when someone 
has fallen. Never lose this, for it 
is priceless. 

Alec Stern (5150) 
Malden, Massachusetts 

VOLUNTEER FIREMEN 
PLACED ON BALLOT 

I would like to second the sug¬ 
gestion of George J. Bertsch 
(1799) and Elmer A. DeVay 
(3626) as to a tribute to Volun¬ 
teer Firemen. Neither weather nor 
time of day is considered when the 
call is received. It is impossible 
to even estimate how many lives 
these heroic men have saved. 

Edward V. Gehrke (4788) 
Daytona Beach, Florida 
• A Commemorative Tribute to 
the American Volunteer Fireman 
has been placed on the current 
ballot. 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE 

I favor events, places and per¬ 
sons that history shows have 
helped make our nation great. 

Donald Ober (4771) 
Orange, Virginia 


DONATIONS 

Please convey our sincere ap¬ 
preciation to your Board of Trus¬ 
tees for Sterling Silver Proof No. 
9 of the 105th NCS Commemora¬ 
tive Coin-Medal, honoring Sam 
Houston. 

We plan to display the medal 
in the glass showcase on the sec¬ 
ond floor of the Plantation House 
Museum. It will be kept under 
lock and key near other important 
memorabilia of Texas history. 

Thank you again for your gen¬ 
erosity and this honor. 

Joe W. Cariker 
Park Superintendent 
Varner-Hogg State Park 
West Columbia, Texas 

• Sterling Silver Proof No. 9 of 
the Sam Houston Commemora¬ 
tive was recently donated to 
Varner-Hogg State Park. 

The President and the Board 
of Trustees of The New York 
State Historical Association grate¬ 
fully accept your generous gift of 
Sterling Silver Proof No. 1 in 
honor of the American Farmer 
and wish me to express their sin¬ 
cere appreciation. 

Salvatore G. Cilello, Jr. 

Fanners’ Museum 
New York State 
Historical Association 
Cooperstown, New York 

• The Farmers’ Museum was re¬ 
cently chosen to receive Sterling 
Silver Proof No. 1 of the Amer¬ 
ican Farmer Commemorative. 
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LOST AND STOLEN PROOFS 

3984 

35th 

(continued from page 2) 

3986 

1st thru 10th, 
21st thru 30th 

2418 

1st thru 57th 

4074 

1st thru 50th, 

2419 

1st thru 47th 


60th, 64th, 65th, 

2436 

73rd thru 85th 


73rd, 74th, 75th, 

2529 

3rd thru 92nd 


80th, 81st, 82nd 

2537 

51st thru 87th 

4076 

1st thru 69th 

2598 

11th thru 20th 

4113 

41st 

2657 

25th 

4145 

1st thru 40th, 

2672 

75th thru 100th 


42nd, 44th thru 

2696 

1st thru 24th 


48th, 52nd, 

2760 

73rd thru 77th, 


54th, 55th, 56th, 


80th, 81st, 82nd 


59th thru 70th 

2787 

1st thru 10th 

4175 

59th 

2805 

1st thru 15th 

4296 

1st thru 10th, 

2823 

12th, 13th, 14th 


14th, 15th 

2893 

1st thru 18 th 

4383 

1st thru 49th 

2961 

73rd 

4422 

51st thru 71st 

2970 

1st thru 7th 

4469 

24th, 31st thru 

3094 

46th thru 50th 


34th 

3154 

9th 

4481 

12th 

3169 

1st thru 10th 

4558 

24th 

3221 

1st 

4591 

11th 

3238 

3rd and 21st 

4660 

23rd 

3300 

78th thru 87th 

4721 

21st thru 25th, 

3316 

1st thru 14th 


31st, 33rd thru 

3390 

1st thru 11th 


37th, 39th 

3406 

51st thru 82nd 

4743 

22nd, 23rd, 24th 

3424 

1st thru 39th 

4790 

1st, 2nd 

3528 

20th, 21st 

4812 

17th 

3619 

1st thru 10th, 

12th, 13th, 14th 

4856 

1st thru 78th 

3628 

1st thru 50th 

4974 

1st thru 23rd 

3716 

1st thru 108th 

5018 

1st thru 4th, 

111th 


6th thru 72nd 

3806 

11th 

5068 

25th 

3807 

1st thru 57th 

5102 

1st, 10th 

3849 

47th 

5150 

31st thru 40th 

3870 

1st thru 15th 

5168 

1st thru 86th 

3891 

1st thru 54th 

5187 

1st thru 48th 

3905 

1st thru 30th 

5227 

14th 

3948 

1st thru 10th 

5243 

45th 

3956 

1st thru 52nd 

5252 

19th 
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ERNEST LAUSER 
Sculptor of the NCS 
First Continental 
Congress Bicentennial 
Coin-Medal 

Ernest Lauser was born in Pal¬ 
myra, Pennsylvania on December 
10, 1917. He studied painting and 
sculpturing for several years un¬ 
der Arelius Renzetti at the Phila¬ 
delphia Sketch Club. Later, under 
the direction of Paul Longnecker, 
he began his career in advertising 
art and design—a field in which 
he worked for over 30 years. 

In 1969, Mr. Lauser began a 
new career as a medallic sculptor 
for The Franklin Mint. Since that 
time, he has designed and sculp¬ 
tured numerous works for organi¬ 
zations throughout the country. 

Mr. Lauser and his wife, Eliza¬ 
beth, reside in Media, Pennsyl¬ 
vania. 

His principal achievements in¬ 
clude: 

• Medals: Arleigh Burke Com¬ 
memorative Medal (obverse), 
National Capital Area Council, 
Boy Scouts of America, 1969; 


Apollo XI Commemorative (re¬ 
verse), Twentieth Century-Fox 
Film Corporation, 1969; William 
Penn Commemorative (obverse), 
Continental Bank & Trust Com¬ 
pany, 1969; New York Jets World 
Championship Commemorative 
(reverse), Commemorative Cor¬ 
poration of North America, 1969; 
50th Anniversary of Air Service 
Commemorative, Santa Catalina 
Island, 1969; 1969 Commemo¬ 
rative Dollar, Midland Empire 
State Fair, 1969; Upland Centen¬ 
nial Commemorative, Upland, 
Pennsylvania, 1969; The Twelve 
Tribes Commemorative, Judaic 
Heritage Society, 1969; Jonah 
Commemorative, Judaic Heritage 
Society, 1969; The Age of Aquar¬ 
ius, World Mint, 1970; Miss 
America Pageant 50th Anniver¬ 
sary Commemorative, Miss 
America Pageant, 1970; Jeremiah 
Commemorative, Judaic Heritage 
Society, 1970; Micah Commemo¬ 
rative, Judaic Heritage Society, 
1970; Mount of Olives Commem¬ 
orative, Judaic Heritage Society, 
1970; Alain Locke Commemora¬ 
tive, American Negro Commemo¬ 
rative Society, 1970; Ibn Shaprut 
Commemorative, Judaic Heritage 
Society, 1971; Rabbi Gershom 
Commemorative, Judaic Heritage 
Society, 1971; John Philip Sousa 
Commemorative, International 
Fraternal Commemorative So¬ 
ciety, 1971. 

• Exhibitions: One man show, 
Pennsylvania Military Colleges, 
1970. 
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THE FIRST CONTINENTAL CONGRESS 
BICENTENNIAL COIN-MEDAL 

Sculptured by Ernest Lauser 

mth COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 


The calling of the First Con¬ 
tinental Congress resulted directly 
from a series of repressive mea¬ 
sures passed in Britain in the 
spring of 1774. These were aimed 
mostly at Massachusetts. To pun¬ 
ish that colony for the Boston 
Tea Party, Britain issued the so- 
called Coercive Acts. Among 
these were the Boston Port Act 
(closing that seaport) and the 
Massachusetts Government Act 
(virtually annulling the colony’s 
charter). But instead of isolating 
Massachusetts, as Britain had 
hoped they would do, these acts 
ultimately rallied the other col¬ 
onies to Massachusetts’ cause. 

Demand for an intercolonial 
Congress came promptly from 
many quarters. In May of 1774, 


Providence, Philadelphia and New 
York City each called for a Con¬ 
gress at which common measures, 
binding on all the colonies, might 
be acted upon. Members of the 
Virginia House of Burgesses, in 
an unofficial session on May 27, 
urged a similar move. On June 17, 
the lower house of Massachusetts 
issued a call for a Congress to be 
held in September at Philadelphia. 
Most colonies responded by choos¬ 
ing delegates for such a Congress. 
In Georgia, however, the attempt 
to name delegates was prevented 
by the Governor, and that colony 
did not participate. 

The First Continental Congress 
assembled at Carpenter’s Hall in 
Philadelphia on September 5, 
1774. Twelve colonies eventually 
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sent a total of 56 delegates—a 
gathering that John Adams later 
termed “a nursery of American 
Statesmen.” Among those attend¬ 
ing were George Washington, 
Patrick Henry and Richard Henry 
Lee of Virginia; John Adams and 
Samuel Adams of Massachusetts; 
John Jay, James Duane and Philip 
Livingston of New York; Roger 
Sherman of Connecticut; Joseph 
Galloway, John Dickinson and 
Thomas Mifflin of Pennsylvania, 
and John Rutledge, Edward Rut¬ 
ledge and Christopher Gadsden 
of South Carolina. 

In organizing the Congress as 
a legislative body, the delegates 
agreed that each colony should 
have one vote. Peyton Randolph 
of Virginia was elected President, 
unanimously, and Charles 
Thompson of Pennsylvania was 
elected secretary. It should be 
noted that the historic choice of 
the two principal titles in the 
American system of government 
—“Congress” and “President”— 
were made at this time. 

The delegates were more inter¬ 
ested in gaining a redress of griev¬ 
ances than in declaring indepen¬ 
dence—but their first major move 
made difficult any effort at ac¬ 
commodation by the British. On 
September 17, Congress took a 
tough stand by endorsing the Suf¬ 
folk Resolves. These resolutions 
denounced the Coercive Acts, 
advised the people to arm and to 
form their own militia, and rec¬ 
ommended economic sanctions 
against the mother country. 

The Congress next proceeded 
to issue a series of important state 


papers. On October 14, the dele¬ 
gates drew up a Declaration of 
Rights, which listed the personal 
rights—life, liberty, property, as¬ 
sembly, and trial by jury—to 
which the colonists felt they were 
entitled. This document demanded 
British recognition of these Amer¬ 
ican rights, based upon “the im¬ 
mutable laws of nature, the prin¬ 
ciples of the English constitution, 
and the several charters or com¬ 
pacts.” It called also for the re¬ 
peal of a long list of laws passed 
by the Parliament after 1763— 
including the Coercive Acts. 

To bring economic pressure to 
bear upon Britain, the Congress 
on October 18 passed a bold mea¬ 
sure called the Continental As¬ 
sociation. This provided for a 
boycott of British goods by means 
of an association formed among 
the colonies. Nonimportation and 
nonconsumption of British goods 
were to go into effect on Decem¬ 
ber 1, 1774, and nonexportation 
of American products, except rice, 
to Britain or the West Indies, was 
to begin after September 10, 1775. 

As its deliberations drew to a 
close, the First Continental Con¬ 
gress made an effort to influence 
public opinion. Petitions were ad¬ 
dressed to King George III as well 
as to the British and American 
people. Congress adjourned on 
October 26, 1774, having resolved 
to meet again on May 10, 1775— 
the opennig date of the Second 
Continental Congress—if Ameri¬ 
can grievances had not been re¬ 
dressed by that date. 
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NEWSLETTER 




March, 1974 


MEMBERS SELECT INDEPENDENCE HALL 
AS 124th NCS COMMEMORATIVE 


A Commemorative in Honor of Independence Hall has been selected 
by NCS members to be the subject of the 124th NCS Commemorative — 
the 24th issue in Series III. This- 

QUARTERLY EXHIBIT 

The final count of votes cast on CONTEST CLOSES APRIL 10 
last month’s ballot was: The deadline for receipt of 

photographs for entry m the cur- 
1083 rent Quarterly NCS Exhibit Con- 

744 test is April 10. The Quarterly 
Prize of $250 and a gold-plated 
trophy will be awarded to the 
' 692 NCS member whose entry is 

.'d to P la y of NCS material exhibited at 
f some time during the months of 

, Tomiarv Ffthrnarv or March. 





The current ballot is for the 
125th NCS Commemorative (the 
twenty-fifth commemorative in 
Series III), which is scheduled to 
be issued in December, 1974. This 
ballot must be received at NCS 
headquarters by April 15 to be 
included in the count. 


1974. The winner of this Quar¬ 
terly Contest then becomes eli¬ 
gible to win an Honorary Lifetime 
Membership by hiving his exhibit 
judged “Best of 1974.” 

COMMEMORATIVES IN THE WORKS 

No. 117 —April, 1974 
John Philip Sousa 
Sculptor — Bruno Mankowski 
(continued on page 5) 









MRS. LYNDON B. JOHNSON RECEIVES STERLING 
SILVER PROOF NO. 1 OF THE LBJ MEMORIAL ISSUE 

The letter below arrived at NCS headquarters following presentation 
of Sterling Silver Proof No. 1 of the Lyndon B. Johnson Memorial 
Commemorative Medal to Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson. Mrs. Johnson’s 
warm comments echoed those of many NCS members who also ap¬ 
preciated sculptor Robert A. Weinman’s outstanding design. 



“1“ 

February 12, 1974 


Dear Mr. Hamilton: 

How kind you were to send me the 
handsome Lyndon B. Johnson Memorial 
Commemorative from the Board of 
Trustees of The National Commemorative 
Society! I am touched by your generous 
gift and deeply grateful that you would 
send me the first medal struck. Please 
know that it will be enjoyed by our family 
-- and all who come to view the collections 
housed in the Johnson Library. 

With every good wish. 
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IN THE 


MAILBAG 


JOHNSON MEMORIAL MEDAL 
ADMIRED 

The Lyndon B. Johnson Memo¬ 
rial Commemorative is beautifully 
done. My compliments to the 
sculptor—Robert A. Weinman. 

name and address 
withheld upon request 

ORIGINAL STATES NOMINATED 
FOR COMMEMORATION IN 1976 

This suggestion may be a little 
early, but I believe that in 1976— 
the Bicentennial year — NCS 
should issue 13 medals: one for 
each of the 13 original states. 

Henry E. Swanson (5212) 
Vanadium, New Mexico 

FOUNDING FATHER 
NOMINATED 

Let’s honor Benjamin Harrison: 
signer of the Declaration of Inde¬ 
pendence, three time Governor of 
Virginia, father of President Wil¬ 
liam Harrison and great-grand¬ 
father of President Benjamin 
Harrison. 

When the Declaration of Inde¬ 


pendence was passed, Benjamin 
Harrison presided at the meeting 
as chairman of the Committee of 
the Whole. It was he who held up 
the final vote until all absent dele¬ 
gates favorable to passage arrived. 

He was also instrumental in 
having the Bill of Rights added to 
the Constitution. 

A commemorative medal struck 
in tribute to Benjamin Harrison 
would be a fitting tribute to this 
most outstanding founding father 
of America. 

name and address 
withheld upon request 

A TOAST TO NCS 

I certainly enjoy receiving the 
new NCS commemorative medal 
each month. I subscribe to a few 
other medallic programs and, be¬ 
lieve me, the NCS coin-medals 
take no back seat to any of them. 

Here’s to your continued suc¬ 
cess in the future. 

Sidney Glazman (3580) 
Akron, Ohio 
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ADDITIONAL DONATIONS 

We have received the handsome 
Sterling Silver Proof No. 1 of 
the 108th Commemorative Coin- 
Medal issued in honor of Chester 
Nimitz. 

Please thank the Board of 
Trustees of The National Histori¬ 
cal Foundation for this valuable 
addition to our collections. It 
will be placed on display, as have 
been the other commemorative 
coin-medals you have so gener¬ 
ously made available. 

Captain Roger Pineau, USNR 
Director 

U.S. Navy Memorial Museum 
Washington, D.C. 
• Sterling Silver Proof No. 1 of 
the Chester Nimitz Commemora¬ 
tive has recently been donated to 
the United States Navy Memorial 
Museum. 

The Director of the United 
States Naval Academy Museum 
has informed me that The Na¬ 
tional Commemorative Society 
has donated to the Museum two 
sterling silver commemoratives— 
No. 1 of The Battle of the Iron¬ 
clads Commemorative Medal and 
No. 9 of the Chester Nimitz Com¬ 
memorative Medal. 

On behalf of the United States 
Naval Academy, I am pleased to 
accept these gifts. They will make 
a significant addition and contri¬ 
bution to the Museum’s collec¬ 
tion. Each medal is particularly 
appropriate: The Battle of the 
Ironclads Commemorative with 
its engraving of John L. Worden, 
commander of the Monitor and 


later Superintendent of the Naval 
Academy; and the Chester Nimitz 
Commemorative because of his 
eminence in the Navy and the 
fact that the Naval Academy has 
recently named our new library 
for him. 

Thank you for your generosity 
and thoughtfulness in presenting 
these two medals as well as others 
that you have donated in the past. 

W. P. Mack 
Vice Admiral, U.S. Navy 
Superintendent 
United States Naval Academy 
Annapolis, Maryland 
• The United States Naval Acad¬ 
emy has received Sterling Silver 
Proof No. 1 of The Battle of the 
Ironclads Commemorative and 
Sterling Silver Proof No. 9 of the 
Chester Nimitz Commemorative. 

TRULY BEAUTIFUL 

The National Commemorative 
Society medals we receive are 
truly beautiful. In the years to 
come, I am sure they will be 
much appreciated by our son. 

Keep up the fine work. 

Arthur E. Wise (4469) 
Miami, Florida 

GERMAN SETTLERS NOMINATED 

I wish to nominate the early 
German settlers who, through 
great hardship — including the 
challenges of the unexplored 
wilderness and of hostile Indians 
— helped settle the great state of 
Texas. 

E. Greenwood (3644) 
West Chester, Pennsylvania 
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SENATOR TAR- 
NOMINATED AGAIN 

In the light of today’s political 
atmosphere, it is due time that 
honor be given to Robert A. Taft. 
“Mr. Conservative,” a man of un¬ 
shakable principle and honor and 
one whom the finger of scandal 
could never touch. 

I also agree that our primary 
emphasis should be upon men and 
events related to our forthcoming 
Bicentennial—among these, places 
and events related to the growth 
of our country. 

A. M. Abrahamson (5068) 
La Grange, Illinois 

MISSING MEDALS RECEIVED 

I have just received the Walter 
Reed Commemorative Medal and 
— as I promised I would — I am 
contacting you to let you know 
of its arrival. 

I’m continually impressed at 
your quick response and extra¬ 
ordinary efficiency, especially at 
a time when these attributes seem 
unimportant to so many. 

Thank you very much again for 
your help. 

Betty J. Boston (1601) 
Palo Alto, California 

Words cannot describe how 
grateful I am to receive my ster¬ 
ling silver proof of the Niagara 
Falls Commemorative Medal that 
I had not received previously. It 
sure filled a large void in my col¬ 
lection that I hadn’t noticed until 
I began putting my medals into 
their respective Collector’s Chests. 


Again, I repeat “thank you.” 
It is a wonderful feeling to be a 
member of the best commemora¬ 
tive medal society in the world. 

Joseph Keene (2363) 
Newark, New Jersey 

Just a brief note to let you 
know that I have now received 
my Niagara Falls Commemora¬ 
tive. I sincerely appreciate it. 

The prompt and courteous 
manner in which the original loss 
was handled is very gratifying. 
I am indeed proud to be a mem¬ 
ber of this fine organization. 
Thank you again. 

Arthur F. Nast (5105) 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 


COMMEMORATIVES IN THE WORKS 

(continued from first page) 

No. 118 —May, 1974 
Eddie Rickenbacker Memorial 
Sculptor — Raymond Turner 
No. 119 —June, 1974 
Skylab 1 

Sculptor — Herman De Roos 
No. 120 —July, 1974 
The 13 Original States 
Sculptor — Abram Belskie 
No. 121—August, 1974 
Betsy Ross and the 
First American Flag 
Sculptor-—Jane Lunger 
No. 122 —September, 1974 
Thomas “Stonewall" Jackson 
Sesquicenlennial 
Sculptor — Karen Worth 
No. 123 — October, 1974 
Christopher Columbus 
Sculptor — to be announced 
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Theodore Barbarossa 
Sculptor of the NCS 
Eli Whitney 
Coin-Medal 

Theodore Barbarossa was born 
December 26, 1906, in Ludlow, 
Vermont. After graduating from 
the Massachusetts College of Art 
and the Graduate School of Art 
and Architecture at Yale Uni¬ 
versity, Mr. Barbarossa studied 
under George H. Snowden. 

He currently holds member¬ 
ship in the following art asso¬ 
ciations: the National Sculpture 
Society, Allied Artists of Amer¬ 
ica, Audubon Artists of New 
York, the New England Sculptors 
Association, and the International 
Institute of Arts and Letters. 

Mr. Barbarossa is married and 
the father of one daughter. He 
maintains a studio on the water¬ 
front in East Boston. 

His principal achievements in¬ 
clude: 


• Medals: Golden Anniversary of 
the City of New York Medal, 
New York City, 1948; Uncle Sam 
Commemorative Medal, town of 
Arlington, Massachusetts, 1969; 
William lennings Bryan Coin- 
Medal, International Fraternal 
Commemorative Society, 1971; 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
Commemorative Medal, The Na¬ 
tional Commemorative Society, 
1971; Julia Ward Howe Com¬ 
memorative Medal, Societe Com¬ 
memorative de Femmes Celebres, 
1972. 

• Sculpture: Two fourteen-foot 
figures. New York City World’s 
Fair, 1939; Five reliefs, front fa¬ 
cade, Museum of Science, Boston, 
Massachusetts, 1959; Life-size por¬ 
trait group of Saint Francis 
Xavier Cabrini, National Shrine 
of the Immaculate Conception, 
Washington, D.C., 1970. 

• Exhibitions: Over the years, 
Mr. Barbarossa’s works have been 
exhibited at the Architectural 
League of New York, the Penn¬ 
sylvania Academy, the Chicago 
Art Institute, the Whitney Muse¬ 
um, the Boston Museum of Fine 
Arts, Allied Artists of New York, 
and the National Academy of 
Design. 

• A wards: Lindsey Morris Memo¬ 
rial Prize, Architectural League 
of New York, 1949; Gold Medal 
for Sculpture, Allied Artists of 
America, 1955; Popular Prize 
for Sculpture, Boston Arts Festi¬ 
vals, 1953, 1955, 1957; Henry 
Hering Citation for Sculpture, 
National Sculpture Society, 1961. 
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THE ELI WHITNEY COIN-MEDAL 
Sculptured by Theodore Barbarossa 

116th COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 
A tool is but the extension of a man's hand, and a machine is but a 
complex tool. And he that invents a machine augments the power of a 
man and the well-being of mankind. 

— Henry Ward Beecher 


Eli Whitney was born on De¬ 
cember 8, 1765, in Westborough, 
Massachusetts. Although his for¬ 
mal education ended after ele¬ 
mentary school, at the age of 16 
Whitney constructed a workshop 
on his father’s farm and launched 
a successful business producing 
nails and other items that were 
quite scarce during the American 
Revolutionary period. 

It was there that the young 
entrepreneur put his many talents 
— manual dexterity and an in¬ 
quisitive mind, in particular — to 
good use. When he was 19 he 
decided to seek a college educa¬ 
tion, an ambition achieved when 
he graduated from Yale in 1792. 


Following graduation, he moved 
to Savannah, Georgia, where 
General Nathanael Green’s widow 
inspired him to turn his inventive 
talents to the design of a machine 
that would clean the tight-clinging 
green seeds from short-staple 
cotton. Removal of the seeds by 
hand was so difficult that it re¬ 
quired a day for one person to 
clean a pound of cotton. 

Whitney went to work at once, 
and produced his machine within 
10 days. The “gin” he devised 
used a revolving spiked roller to 
pull cotton through iron grids, 
which served to hold back the 
seeds while a revolving brush re- 
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moved the fiber from the spikes 
on the roller. 

The first cotton gins, operated 
by hand, cleaned about 50 pounds 
of cotton a day. Circular saws 
were later substituted for the 
spikes on the roller, but in all 
essentials the saw gins which have 
been used in the cotton industry 
ever since correspond to Whit¬ 
ney’s invention. 

Whitney first demonstrated his 
cotton gin in April of 1793. It was 
a device easy to build; simple to 
operate by hand, horsepower, or 
water power, and extraordinarily 
effective. After returning to New 
Haven, he obtained a patent for 
his cotton gin on March 14, 1794. 
Then, in partnership with Phineas 
Miller, a friend from Georgia, he 
undertook to build a number of 
cotton gins and install them 
throughout the cotton country of 
the South. 

Financial disasters quickly 
overtook the enterprise, however, 
as pirating of the invention be¬ 
came widespread. Expensive law¬ 
suits failed to stop the multiplica¬ 
tion of the “surreptitious” gins, 
and it was not until 1807 that a 
successful suit brought Whitney 
a modest return. In the preceding 
13 years, however, use of his gin 
had made cotton a more salable 
commodity for the Deep South 
where demand was destined to 
grow steadily. 

When war with France threat¬ 
ened in 1798, Whitney — though 
burdened with crushing debts — 
obtained a contract to produce 


10,000 muskets for the United 
States government. While build¬ 
ing gins, he had devised several 
machines which led him to believe 
he could apply to musket manu¬ 
facture what he later called “the 
uniformity system.” This was a 
principle whereby power-driven 
tools were used to reproduce each 
component with sufficiently close 
tolerances to make it interchange¬ 
able with any like part — without 
the need for hand filing and 
fitting. 

Although he failed to meet the 
specified time schedule, Whitney 
carried out his general plan of 
fabrication by machine tools, 
some of which were of his own 
invention. Government officials 
were extremely patient since they 
were anxious to aid American 
manufacturers, particularly of 
munitions, in order to make the 
United States independent of 
Europe in wartime. 

They received the last of the 
10,000 muskets in 1809 instead 
of 1800, the promised delivery 
date. But in that interval, Whit¬ 
ney’s “Mill Rock” shop had 
proven the feasibility of the uni¬ 
formity system. And, within 15 
years, the newly formed Army 
Ordnance Department required 
use of that mode of manufacture 
in all contracts for small arms. 

Eli Whitney passed away on 
lanuary 8, 1825. But he will long 
be remembered for his invention 
of the cotton gin, which fostered 
economic and social gains in the 
young nation of his birth. 
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THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY, BOX 100, LANSDOWNE, PENNA. 19050 


Volume 12—Number 7 


April, 1974 


FIRST QUARTERLY NCS EXHIBIT 
CONTEST WON BY THOMAS MASTERS 

An imaginative display of NCS coin-medals (see picture on page 2 ), 
designed and constructed by Thomas Masters of London, Ontario, has 


won First Prize in the First 
Quarterly Exhibit Contest of 
1974. For his efforts, Mr. Mas¬ 
ters has received the cash prize 
of $250.00 and a handsome gold- 
plated trophy. 

During the first quarter of this 
year, his display was exhibited at 
the February 6 meeting of the 
Sarnia Numismatic Society. Over 
the past few years, the display 
has also captured blue ribbon 
honors at coin shows in many 
Canadian cities, including: Wood- 
stock, Ingersol, St. Thomas, 
Stratford, Kitchener, Sarnia, Clin¬ 
ton and London (Ontario). And 
in 1968, Mr. Masters’ display won 
the Province of Ontario Grand 
Award at the Waterloo Coin 
Show. 

The Second Quarterly NCS Ex¬ 
hibit Contest of 1974 is now un¬ 
der way. Entries may be exhibit¬ 
ed any time between April 1 and 
June 30, 1974. A $250.00 cash 
prize and a gold-plated trophy 


will be given for the best NCS ex¬ 
hibit presented during this period, 
and two additional awards will 
be made for the best NCS ex¬ 
hibit presented during each of the 
two subsequent quarters of 1974. 
All four 1974 winners will then 
compete in the yearly finals and 
an Honorary Lifetime Member¬ 
ship in NCS will be awarded to 
the member whose exhibit is 
judged “Best of 1974.” 

FELIX SCHLAG DIES 

Felix Schlag, the famed de¬ 
signer of the Jefferson nickel and 
sculptor of two NCS coin-medals, 
died in Owosso, Michigan, on 
March 9. He was 82. 

Ironically, Mr. Schlag — who 
won the first open competition for 
a U.S. coin design—died two 
days after the results of the second 
such contest (for the nation’s Bi¬ 
centennial quarter, half-dollar and 
dollar coins) were announced. 

Early in 1965, Mr. Schlag de- 





signed and sculptured the NCS 
Herbert Hoover Memorial Coin- 
Medal—the 8th NCS Commemo¬ 
rative. Three years later, he ex¬ 
ecuted the Society’s memorial 
commemorative in honor of Chief 
John Big Tree, the American 
Indian whose portrait was used in 
creating the obverse for the buf¬ 
falo nickel. 

AMELIA EARHART SELECTED 
BY NCS MEMBERS FOR 
125th COMMEMORATIVE 

A Commemorative Tribute to 
Amelia Earhart has been selected 
by NCS members to be the sub¬ 
ject of the 125th NCS Com¬ 
memorative—the 25th issue in 
Series III. This commemorative is 
scheduled to be issued in Decem¬ 
ber, 1974. 


The final count of votes cast on 
last month’s ballot was: 

A Commemorative Tribute to 

Amelia Earhart .1343 

A Commemorative Tribute to 
Alvin York and 

Audie Murphy . 922 

A Commemorative in Honor of 

Mount Vernon . 586 

A Commemorative Tribute to 
The American Volunteer 

Fireman . 541 

The two new subjects added to 
the ballot this month, each of 
which was duly nominated and 
seconded, are: 

A Commemorative Tribute to 
George Dewey 

A Commemorative Tribute to 
Robert “Bobby” Jones 
The current ballot is for the 
126th NCS Commemorative (the 
twenty-sixth commemorative in 
Series III), which is scheduled to 
be issued in January, 1975. This 
(continued on page 5) 



Thomas Masters won $250 for this display of NCS coin-medals. 
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PLEASED 

I received my Eli Whitney 
Commemorative Medal today and 
I am truly pleased with it, as I 
was with the 115th NCS Issue — 
The First Continental Congress 
Bicentennial Commemorative. 

The NCS medals are really 
beautiful works of art, and an ex¬ 
cellent way to invest in silver. 
Thank you. 

Rebecca Hines (1143) 
Auburn, Indiana 

Thank you for everything. The 
medals are beautiful. I really love 
them. I won’t debate what they 
commemorate as other members 
have, but I would just like to say 
your ballot selections have been 
wonderful. It is a good policy to 
let the members decide what sub¬ 
ject is to be honored. 

The quality of the medals is 
just great and the way the sculp¬ 
tors treat the subjects is always 
right on target. 

Thank you for your kind and 


immediate replies and service 
whenever I need your help. God 
Bless You! 

Lyle Montgomery (4905) 
Decatur, Alabama 

Yesterday I received my Ster¬ 
ling Silver Proof of The First 
Continental Congress Bicenten¬ 
nial Coin-Medal, along with my 
membership material. The quality 
of the medal was very good, and 
I enjoyed the enclosed literature. 

Richard Mugno (0533) 
Woodhaven, New York 

200-YEAR-OLD SUBJECTS 
RECOMMENDED 

As a general policy, I recom¬ 
mend that all subjects to be com¬ 
memorated by NCS qualify first 
by being two hundred years old, 
or older. With the possible excep¬ 
tion of recently deceased great 
Americans whose names should 
be placed on the Official Ballot. 

F. F. Rogers (1463) 
Newport Beach, California 


NCS NEWSLETTER 








NEW NOMINATING PROCEDURE 
PROPOSED 

The NCS membership is getting 
to the point of having to vote each 
month on subjects that comprise 
“universes within universes.” In 
other words, a limited number of 
candidates compete for a few 
months’ time and the losers go 
“into limbo.” 

To correct this situation, I rec¬ 
ommend that you publish a list 
of all nominations that have been 
made to date, submit it to the 
membership and let the member¬ 
ship rank-order all candidates. 

As new nominations are made, 
the same procedure can be used. 

In this manner, all candidates 
will receive equal consideration 
instead of competing “piecemeal.” 

John W. Crosby (0261) 
Mesa, Arizona 
• How do other members feel 
about Mr. Crosby's suggestion? 

FORMER BALLOT SUBJECTS 
SUGGESTED 

I suggest a thorough review of 
all previous nominations that were 
bumped from preceding ballots. 

Leslie E. Fosterman (4883) 
Modesto, California 

POTPOURRI 

As a new member of NCS, I 
would like to break in my mem¬ 
bership a little strongly by nomi¬ 
nating Francis Marion — the 
“Swamp Fox” of South Carolina 
—for consideration as one of our 
future commemorative subjects. 

With the Bicentennial so near, 
I do not believe commemorating 


the revolutionary hero of South 
Carolina’s coastal plains is with¬ 
out merit. I also wish to thank 
you for commemorating the 
American Farmer, whose deeds 
had previously gone unrewarded. 
I must say, however, that I am 
biased because I am an Ameri¬ 
can Farmer. 

Regarding the discussion among 
members over commemorating 
places instead of people, I ask 
this: “What would America be 
other than any other country 
without those people who have 
made it great?” I say: commemo¬ 
rate both deserving people and 
deserving sites and events. 

Terry Hardwick (3009) 
Conway, South Carolina 

“AMERICAN WEST” 

IDEA PROPOSED 

I am pleased to be a new mem¬ 
ber of The National Commemo¬ 
rative Society and am looking for¬ 
ward to participating in the So¬ 
ciety’s activities and privileges. 

As a new member, I would 
like to propose a few ideas for 
future commemorative medals 
which I believe are in keeping 
with the Bicentennial era of 1974- 
1989. The following themes might 
come under the general heading 
of “The opening of the American 
West,” an event which ranks high 
in the development of this coun¬ 
try’s heritage and economy: 

1) A Commemorative Tribute 
to the American Indian 

2) A Commemorative Tribute 
to John Wesley Powell and 
his historic trip down the 
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Colorado River 

3) A Commemorative Tribute 
to John Muir, who initiated 
the fight to preserve the last 
vestiges of the American 
wilderness 

4) A Commemorative Tribute 
to our National Parks 

5) A Commemorative Tribute 
to the American Pioneer 
Families, who braved nu¬ 
merous dangers to settle the 
West 

Being a new member, I am not 
sure if any of these ideas have 
been proposed in the past. If not, 
I hope they are worthy of con¬ 
sideration by the nominating 
committee. Thank you again for 
your attention. 

James W. Carter II (0368) 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
• Of the five subjects suggested, 
only The American Indian has 
been commemorated by NCS. The 
American Indian was the subject 
of the 3rd NCS Commemorative, 
issued in September, 1964. 

RECENT DONATION 

May I express our appreciation 
for Sterling Silver Proof No. 9 
of the 102nd Commemorative 
Coin-Medal, which was issued in 
honor of J. Edgar Hoover and 
sent to Mr. John Russell Mason, 
Curator-Emeritus of the Univer¬ 
sity Library. 

Since our Law Library has a 
J. Edgar Hoover graduate seminar 
room, we shall add the coin-medal 
to that collection. 


We are most grateful that The 
National Historical Foundation 
sent us this valuable piece. 

Alice N. Sheftel, Associate 
University Librarian 
George Washington University 
Washington, D.C. 
• George Washington University 
has received Sterling Silver Proof 
No. 9 of the J. Edgar Hoover 
Memorial Commemorative. 


AMELIA EARHART 

(continued from page 2) 
ballot must be received at NCS 
headquarters by May 15 to be in¬ 
cluded in the count. 

COMMEMORATIVES IN THE WORKS 

No. 118 —May, 1974 
Eddie Rickenbacker Memorial 
Sculptor — Raymond Turner 
No. 119 —June, 1974 
Skylab I 

Sculptor — Herman De Roos 
No. 120 —July, 1974 
The 13 Original States 
Sculptor — Abram Belskie 
No. 121 —August, 1974 
Betsy Ross and the 
First American Flag 
Sculptor—Jane Lunger 
No. 122 — September, 1974 
Thomas "Stonewall" Jackson 
Sesquicentennial 
Sculptor — Karen Worth 
No. 123 —October, 1974 
Christopher Columbus 
Sculptor — Philip Nathan 
No. 124 — November, 1974 
Independence Hall 
Sculptor — Daniel Caimi 
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BRUNO MANKOWSKI 
Sculptor of the NCS 
John Philip Sousa 
Coin-Medal 


Bruno Mankowski was born on 
October 30, 1902, in Germany. 
He arrived in the United States 
in 1928, and became a naturaliz¬ 
ed citizen in 1933. 

Mr. Mankowski received his 
first formal art training at the 
municipal and State Art Schools 
in Berlin. After graduating from 
the Beaux Arts Institute in New 
York City, he studied under the 
direction of his father, Tadeusz 
Mankowski, a noted architectural 
sculptor in Germany. 

He is a fellow of both the Na¬ 
tional Sculpture Society and the 
American Numismatic Society, a 
member of the Allied Artists of 
America, American Artists Pro¬ 
fessional League and the Audu¬ 
bon Artists. 

His principal achievements in¬ 
clude: 


• APRIL 1974 


• Coins and Medals: 50th Anni¬ 
versary Medal, Medallic Art 
Company, 1949; Light’s Diamond 
Jubilee Medal, Consolidated Edi¬ 
son Company, 1954; President 
James F. Oates, Jr., Portrait 
Medal, Equitable Life Assurance 
Society, 1962; World’s Fair 
Medal, Equitable Life Assurance 
Society, 1964; Franklin D. Roose¬ 
velt Coin-Medal, National Com¬ 
memorative Society, 1967; John 
C. Breckinridge Coin-Medal, In¬ 
ternational Fraternal Commemo¬ 
rative Society, 1969; George Ger¬ 
shwin Coin-Medal, National 
Commemorative Society 1972; 
Elijah McCoy Coin-Medal, Amer¬ 
ican Negro Commemorative So¬ 
ciety, 1973. 

• Exhibitions: Metropolitan Mu¬ 
seum of Art, 1943-1950; National 
Academy of Design, 1940-1943, 
1947-1950, 1956-1963, 1968-69- 
70-71-73. 

• Awards: Award for superior 
Craftsmanship, New York Build¬ 
ing Congress, 1937; 1st Prize, 
Medallic Art 50th Anniversary 
Competition, 1949; Louis Bennett 
Prize, National Sculpture Society, 
1953; 1st Prize, American Art¬ 
ists Professional League, 1956; 
J. Sanford Saltus Award, Ameri¬ 
can Numismatic Society, 1960; 
Daniel Chester French Award, 
Allied Artists of America, 1964; 
Lindsey Morris Memorial Prize, 
Allied Artists of America, 1960, 
1970; Herbert Adams Memorial 
Award, National Sculpture So¬ 
ciety, 1972. 
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THE JOHN PHILIP SOUSA COIN-MEDAL 
Sculptured by Bruno Mankowski 

117th COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 


John Philip Sousa — “The 
March King”—was born Novem¬ 
ber 6, 1854, in Washington, D.C., 
the son of a Portuguese father 
and a German mother. He began 
the study of music at a very 
young age, studying the violin 
and harmony under the expert tu¬ 
telage of the eminent musicians J. 
Esputa and G. F. Benkert. His 
rapidly developing talent was 
soon recognized, and he was 
selected to play in the United 
States Marine Corps Band at 13. 
Before his 18th birthday, Sousa 
led a vaudeville orchestra in a 
Washington theatre. 

In the summer of 1877 Sousa 
was the first violinist of an orches¬ 
tra conducted by Jacques Offen¬ 
bach at the Philadelphia Centen¬ 
nial. For these concerts he wrote 
The International Congress, a 
potpourri of national anthems be¬ 


ginning with a fugal treatment of 
“Yankee Doodle.” Sousa settled 
for a while in Philadelphia and 
for four years was the first violin¬ 
ist of the Chestnut Street Theatre. 
During this period his composi¬ 
tions included a humorous march, 
The Free Lunch Cadets , published 
in 1877, and his first comic opera, 
The Smugglers (1879). 

Between 1880 and 1892 Sousa 
was the music director of the 
Marine Band, which performed 
frequently at the White House and 
at official government receptions 
under five Presidents. Under his 
leadership, the band achieved re¬ 
nown for its accomplished per¬ 
formances, often playing Sousa’s 
own compositions at concerts. 

In 1892 Sousa formed his own 
band with which he made nu¬ 
merous American and European 
tours. In time the Sousa Band be- 
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came one of America’s most 
famous musical ensembles, often 
a feature attraction of outstand¬ 
ing national events. The band 
performed at the World’s Fair in 
Chicago in 1893, the Atlanta 
Cotton States Exposition in 1895, 
the Buffalo Pan American Expo¬ 
sition in 1901, the St. Louis 
World’s Fair in 1904, and the 
Panama Pacific Exposition in San 
Francisco in 1915. Between 1900 
and 1904 it made four tours of 
Europe, and in 1910 it toured the 
world. During its long and active 
history, the band gave over ten 
thousand concerts. 

Many of the more than 140 
marches written by Sousa — 
marked by stirring melodies, bril¬ 
liant rhythmic effects, and excit¬ 
ing instrumentations—have come 
to be regarded almost as Ameri¬ 
can folk music. In addition to The 
Stars and Stripes Forever, his 
most famous marches include 
The Washington Post, Semper 
Fidelis, King Cotton, Hands 
Across the Sea, El Capitan, Lib¬ 
erty Bell, Manhattan Beach, and 
The High School Cadets. Sousa 
also composed a number of comic 
operas, among them El Capitan 
(1896), The Free Lance (1906) 
and The American Maid (1913). 
In addition, his musical composi¬ 
tions include several symphonic 
poems, suites for band and for 
symphony orchestra, waltzes, and 
songs. 

Sousa was also quite active as 
a writer. In 1890 he edited Na¬ 
tional Patriotic and Typical Airs 
of All Lands. His autobiography, 


Marching Along, appeared in 
1928, and he also produced sev¬ 
eral novels. A compilation of his 
occasional writings was issued in 
1910 as Through the Years with 
Sousa. 

During World War I, Sousa 
served as a lieutenant commander 
at the Great Lakes Training Sta¬ 
tion. In 1918 Sousa and his band 
were featured in the Hippodrome 
spectacle Everything. After that 
his appearances with his band be¬ 
came less and less frequent. 

A man of many talents, John 
Philip Sousa was also well known 
for his invention of the sousa- 
phone—a musical instrument of 
the brass family, used chiefly in 
marching bands. 

The sousaphone is a variety 
of bass tuba, known as the heli¬ 
con. Helicons are either E-flat or 
double B-flat basses. Like other 
helicons, the sousaphone is con¬ 
structed in a circular fashion to 
go around the player’s neck and 
rest on his shoulder. The out¬ 
standing characteristic of the 
sousaphone, however, is an enor¬ 
mous detachable bell—over two 
feet in diameter—borne over the 
player’s head. Introduced by John 
Philip Sousa in 1899, the sousa¬ 
phone is still a standard instru¬ 
ment in American military bands 
today. 

John Philip Sousa died on 
March 6, 1932, in Reading, Penn¬ 
sylvania. But his music lives on. 
His mastery of band conducting 
was without parallel, and his 
talent for composing marches has 
perhaps never been equalled. 
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THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY, BOX 100, LANSDOWNE, PENNA. 19050 


Volume 12—Number 8 


May, 1974 


ALVIN YORK AND AUDIE MURPHY 
SELECTED FOR 126th COMMEMORATIVE 


A Commemorative Tribute to 
been selected by NCS members 
Commemorative—the 26th issue 
in Series III. This commemora¬ 
tive is scheduled to be issued in 
January, 1975. 

The final count of votes cast on 
last month’s ballot was: 

A Commemorative Tribute to 
Alvin York and 

Audie Murphy .1411 

A Commemorative in Honor of 

Mount Vernon . 974 

A Commemorative Tribute to 

George Dewey . 612 

A Commemorative Tribute to 

Robert “Bobby” Jones . 459 

The two new subjects added to 
the ballot this month, each of 
which was duly nominated and 
seconded, are: 


Alvin York and Audie Murphy has 
to be the subject of the 126th NCS 


COMMEMORATIVES IN THE WORKS 

No. 119 — June, 1974 
Skylab 1 

Sculptor — Herman De Roos 
No. 120 —July, 1974 
The 13 Original States 
Sculptor — Abram Belskie 
No. 121 —August, 1974 
Betsy Ross and the 
First American Flag 
Sculptor—Jane Lunger 
No. 122 — September, 1974 
Thomas "Stonewall” Jackson 


A Commemorative in Honor of The 
500th Anniversary of the Birth of 
Balboa 

A Commemorative in Honor of 
The 75th Anniversary of the Birth 
of Louis Armstrong 
The current ballot is for the 
127th NCS Commemorative (the 
twenty-seventh commemorative in 
Series III), which is scheduled to 
be issued in February, 1975. This 
ballot must be received at NCS 
headquarters by June 15 to be 
included in the count. 


Sesquicentennial 
Sculptor — Karen Worth 
No. 123 —October, 1974 
Christopher Columbus 
Sculptor — Philip Nathan 
No. 124 — November, 1974 
Independence Hall 
Sculptor — Daniel Caimi 
No. 125 — December, 1974 
Amelia Earhart 

Sculptor—Dora de Pedery-Hunt 








LOST AND STOLEN PROOFS 

Here is the latest cumulative 
list of lost and stolen NCS 
proofs. If you come across any 
of these proofs, please com¬ 
municate immediately with NCS. 

Membership No. Proofs 
0012 1st 

0027 1st thru 74th 

0074 6th 

0106 6th 

0130 2nd, 4th 

0131 1st 

0141 2nd thru 92nd 

0155 25th, 26th 

0185 1st thru 54th 

0206 2nd thru 5th, 8th, 

9th, 10th, 20th, 
21st, 22nd, 25th, 
26th, 31st, 33rd, 
35th, 36th, 52nd, 
60th, 62nd, 65th, 
68th, 72nd, 74th, 
75th, 80th and 
86th 

0233 1st thru 20th 

0264 12th thru 15th, 

22nd, 31st 

0297 51st thru 81st 

0333 1st thru 30th 

0371 20th 

0376 30th 

0382 14th 

0388 83rd, 84th, 85th 

0470 36th 

0476 14th, 15th, 17th 

0534 1st thru 36th 

0574 21st thru 26th 

0576 1st thru 5th 

0595 1st thru 10th, 

21st 


0639 1st thru 60th 

0713 1st thru 50th 

0796 1st thru 10th 

0797 1st thru 10th 

0842 94th, 95th, 96th 

0878 4th, 5th 

0909 24th 

0965 64th thru 86th 

0996 1st thru 24th 

1118 1st thru 57th 

1246 1st thru 20th 

1289 41st, 42nd 

1295 1st thru 51st 

1324 1st thru 15th 

1346 1st thru 42nd 

1455 59th thru 72nd 

1461 71st thru 74th 

1490 71st, 72nd 

1535 1st thru 25th 

1550 21st, 22nd 

1692 1st thru 16th 

1731 11th, 

51st thru 88th 

1804 51st thru 74th 

1815 70th 

1851 1st thru 21st 

1874 28th, 34th 

1965 101st thru 112th 

1968 38th thru 89th 

2000 1st thru 6th, 

9th thru 20th 
2066 8th 

2068 46th 

2160 14th 

2211 68th, 69th 

2254 1st thru 20th 

2341 66th 

2379 1st thru 24th 

2412 1st thru 30th 

2418 1st thru 57th 

2419 1st thru 47 th 

(continued on page 5) 
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IN THE 


MAILBAG 


TOUGH CHOICE 

I have marked my ballot, but 
I feel that all of these subjects are 
ones that I would like to see 
honored with NCS commemora¬ 
tive medals. 

I would also like to go on record 
as being in favor of holding the 
subject that comes in last for a 
later date. 

I’m glad that I am an NCS 
Charter Member and have never 
regretted my decision to join 10 
years ago. 

Charles D. Scaff, Sr. (1740) 
Portsmouth, Ohio 

200-YEAR-OLD SUBJECTS 
FAVORED 

I suggest that for the April, 
1975 medal, we commemorate 
the 200th Anniversary of Paul 
Revere’s Ride of April 18, 1775. 
He led the American Patriots’ 
revolt against England. 

Robert A. Dassie (3559) 
Morton Grove, Illinois 


I agree wholeheartedly with 
Mrs. H. Arthur Race (0254), Ed¬ 
ward Quinby (3282) and Donald 
Ober (4771) who prefer to have 
historical events, places and peo¬ 
ple who have contributed so much 
in making this the greatest nation 
in the world. 

Gladys L. Blood (2784) 
Santa Ana, California 
I agree with Mr. Donald Ober 
in favoring historic events, places, 
and persons in American history, 
particularly since NCS is a divi¬ 
sion of The National Historical 
Foundation. 

Donald Seaman (0468) 
Westbury, New York 
I respectfully request the So¬ 
ciety refrain from issuing State 
and Presidential medals as they 
would really be duplications of 
other medals previously issued by 
other organizations. Let’s con¬ 
centrate our efforts on Bicenten¬ 
nial subjects. 

Harvey J. Scott (3273) 
Orangeburg, New York 
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TREASURED POSSESSIONS 

I have just received Sterling 
Silver Proof No. 1 of the 107th 
Commemorative Coin-Medal 
which was issued in honor of 
Niagara Falls. 

It is one of the most beautiful 
medals I have ever seen and I 
speak for the Society in saying 
that we are deeply honored in 
receiving it. It will be one of our 
most treasured possessions. 

Again I thank you for the So¬ 
ciety. We will see that it is well 
taken care of. 

Marjorie F. Wiliams 
City Historian and 
Chairman of the Board 
of Directors 

Niagara Falls Historical Society 
Niagara Falls, New York 
• The Niagara Falls Historical 
Society was the recipient of Ster¬ 
ling Silver Proof No. 1 of the 
Niagara Falls Commemorative. 


Our museum is in receipt of 
Sterling Silver Proof No. 9 of the 
112th Commemorative — the 
Vietnam War Memorial Coin- 
Medal. On behalf of the War Me¬ 
morial Museum of Virginia, I 
would like to take this opportunity 
to thank you for the privilege of 
receiving such a unique piece. It is 
a great honor to be able to dis¬ 
play this unusual medal. 

Again, thank you for remem¬ 
bering our museum. 


W. C. Turpin, Director 
The War Memorial Museum of 
Virginia 

Newport News, Virginia 


• Sterling Silver Proof No. 9 of 
the Vietnam War Memorial Com¬ 
memorative was recently pre¬ 
sented to The War Memorial 
Museum of Virginia. 

We would like to extend our 
sincerest appreciation for the gift 
of Sterling Silver Proof No. 9 of 
the Niagara Falls Commemora¬ 
tive Medal to our museum. The 
faultless workmanship is a tribute 
to the natural wonder of Niagara 
Falls and we hope to be able to 
display the medal to its full ad¬ 
vantage. 

Thank you for selecting the 
Niagara Falls Museum for this 
honor. 

Arnold Sherman 
Niagara Falls Museum Ltd. 

Niagara Falls, Ontario 

• The Niagara Falls Museum Ltd. 
has received Sterling Silver Proof 
No. 9 of the Niagara Falls Com¬ 
memorative. 


Thank you for your letter of 
January 31 concerning the dona¬ 
tion of Sterling Silver Proof No. 
9 of the commemorative coin¬ 
medal in honor of Apollo XVII. 
The medal has arrived in good 
order. 

Please extend our appreciation 
to the Board of Trustees of The 
National Historical Foundation 
for their interest in the National 
Air and Space Museum. 

F. C. Durant, III 
Assistant Director Astronautics 
The National Air and Space 
Museum 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington, D.C. 
• Sterling Silver Proof No. 9 of 
the Apollo XVII Commemora¬ 
tive has been donated to The Na¬ 
tional Air and Space Museum. 
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LOST AND STOLEN PROOFS 

(continued from page 2) 

2436 73rd thru 85th 

2529 3rd thru 92nd 

2537 51st thru 87th 

2598 11th thru 20th 

2657 25th 

2672 75th thru 100th 

2696 1st thru 24th 

2760 73rd thru 77th, 

80th, 81st, 82nd 
2787 1st thru 10th 

2805 1st thru 15th 

2823 12th, 13th, 14th 

2893 1st thru 18th 

2961 73rd 

2970 1st thru 7th 

3094 46th thru 50th 

3154 9th 

3169 1st thru 10th 

3221 1st 

3238 3rd and 21st 

3300 78th thru 87th 

3316 1st thru 14th 

3390 1st thru 11th 

3406 51st thru 82nd 

3424 1st thru 39th 

3528 20th, 21st 

3619 1st thru 10th, 

12th, 13th, 14th 
3628 1st thru 50th 

3716 1st thru 108th 

111th 

3806 11th 

3807 1st thru 57th 

3849 47th 

3870 1st thru 15th 

3891 1st thru 54th 

3905 1st thru 30th 

3948 1st thru 10th 

3956 1st thru 52nd 

3984 35th 


3986 1st thru 10th, 

21st thru 30th 
4074 1st thru 50th, 

60th, 64th, 65th, 
73rd, 74th, 75th, 
80th, 81st, 82nd 
4076 1st thru 69th 

4113 41st 

4145 1st thru 40th, 

42nd, 44th thru 
48th, 52nd, 

54th, 55th, 56th, 
59th thru 70th 
4175 59th 

4296 1st thru 10th, 

14th, 15th 

4383 1st thru 49th 

4422 51st thru 71st 

4469 24th, 31st thru 

34th 

4481 12th 

4558 24th 

4591 11th 

4660 23rd 

4721 21st thru 25th, 

31st, 33rd thru 
37th, 39th 

4743 22nd, 23rd, 24th 

4790 1st, 2nd 

4812 17th 

4856 1st thru 78th 

4974 1st thru 23rd 

5018 1st thru 4th, 

6th thru 72nd 
5068 25th 

5102 1st, 10th 

5150 31st thru 40th 

5168 1st thru 86th 

5187 1st thru 48th 

5227 14th 

5243 45th 

5252 19th 
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RAYMOND TURNER 


Sculptor of the NCS 
Eddie Rickenbacker 
Memorial Coin-Medal 


Raymond Turner was born in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin on May 25, 
1903. His artistic education took 
place at the Milwaukee Art In¬ 
stitute and the Layton School of 
Art in Milwaukee. He received 
an art scholarship to the Wiscon¬ 
sin State Normal School and con¬ 
tinued his formal education at the 
Cooper Institute and the Beaux 
Arts Institute, both located in 
New York City. 

Mr. Turner is currently a fel¬ 
low of the Guggenheim Founda¬ 
tion. He also holds membership 
in the East Hampton Guild and is 
a Fellow of the National Sculp¬ 
ture Society. 

His principal achievements in¬ 
clude: 

• Coins and Medals Three med¬ 
als, Holy Name Society, 1947; 
Medallion, Hair Fashion Institute 
of America, 1954; Twelve Zodiac 


medallions, Cameo Miniatures 
Company, 1958; Medallion, Se¬ 
curities and Exchange Com¬ 
mission, 1966; Robert E. Lee 
Commemorative, National Com¬ 
memorative Society, 1968; The¬ 
odore Roosevelt Coin - Medal, 
International Fraternal Commem¬ 
orative Society, 1970; Emily 
Dickinson Coin-Medal, Societe 
Commemorative de Femmes 
Celebres, 1970; Thomas “Fats” 
Waller Coin-Medal, American 
Negro Commemorative Society, 
1970; Tisbury Tercentenary Me¬ 
dallion, 1973. 

• Sculpture: Four Freedoms, 
Rockefeller Plaza, 1942; Trade¬ 
mark (Figure with Clock); 
Bulova Watch Company, 1949; 
Portrait bronze for Arthur Le- 
Vine, Beth David Hospital, 
1955; Bronze plaque, Three 
Men of Israel, Brooklyn Jewish 
Center, 1956; Two bronze 
plaques for Baseball Hall of 
Fame, Cooperstown, New York, 
1962; Christ the Teacher, Epis¬ 
copal Church, Summit, New 
Jersey, 1967. 

• Exhibitions: Detroit Art Insti¬ 

tute, 1927; National Academy 
of Design, New York City, 1932, 
1935, 1967; Pennsylvania Acad¬ 
emy of Fine Arts, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, 1936, 1940; Al¬ 
lied Artists of America, New 
York City, 1966, 1967; Ten 

Olympic Sculptures, National Art 
Museum of Sport, New York, 
1972; National Sculpture Society, 
New York City, 1966, 1967, 1968, 
1970 through 1973. 

• Awards: August Helbig Prize, 
Detroit Art Institute, 1927; 
Pauline Law Prize, Allied Artists 
of America, 1966. 


NCS NEWSLETTER • MAY 




THE EDDIE RICKENBACKER 
MEMORIAL COIN-MEDAL 
Sculptured by Raymond Turner 

118th COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 


He was America’s “Ace of 
Aces,” the most decorated pilot 
of World War I. He was a 
pioneer of U.S. commercial avia¬ 
tion and the last of the early 
flyers to run one of the nation’s 
great airlines. But of all the 
legends that trailed him through¬ 
out his long lifetime, none 
seemed to please Eddie Ricken¬ 
backer so much as the legend of 
his invincibility. “I’ve cheated the 
Grim Reaper more times than 
anyone I know,” he liked to boast. 
“And I’ll fight like a wildcat until 
they nail the lid on my pine box 
down on me.” 

He was by any measure a re¬ 
markable, many-faceted man who 
represented some of the best at¬ 
tributes of an earlier America. 
Born on October 8, 1890, of im¬ 
migrant parents (his father was 
German Swiss), he left school at 
13, took a correspondence course 
in mechanical engineering and be¬ 
came a racing driver in the early 


days of the automobile. By the 
time he was 21, he had won seven 
national championships. 

In 1916, Rickenbacker sailed 
to England to buy engines for a 
racing team. He was already 
known to sportswriters as “the 
Wild Teuton,” so suspicious Bri¬ 
tish officials—whose country was 
then at war with Germany—took 
no chances with him. They detain¬ 
ed him on arrival, tore his shoes 
apart looking for messages, and 
scrubbed his chest with lemon 
juice in the hope of finding secret 
writing. He was, of course, both 
completely clean and completely 
loyal to America. 

When the United States enter¬ 
ed the war, Rickenbacker joined 
the Army and was assigned as 
chauffeur to General John J. Per¬ 
shing, commander in chief of the 
American Expeditionary Forces. 
As soon as he could, however, 
Rickenbacker transferred to the 
fledgling Air Corps. 

Rickenbacker learned to fly in 
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17 days, joined the 94th Squadron 
under Captain James Norman 
Hall (later the co-author of Mu¬ 
tiny on the Bounty), and soon was 
diving in his Nieuport fighter to 
within 150 yards of enemy planes 
before opening fire. When Hall 
was shot down and captured by 
the Germans, Rickenbacker took 
over Hall’s group — and later 
the entire squadron — in the 
battle against the “Flying Cir¬ 
cus” of “Red” Baron Manfred 
von Richthofen. By the end of the 
war, Rickenbacker had shot down 
a total of 26 German planes and 
blimps, and had been awarded 56 
decorations, including the Medal 
of Honor. 

After the war, he helped 
manufacture an automobile that 
bore his name — the Ricken¬ 
backer. But the company failed 
jn 1927, leaving him $250,000 
in debt. He paid his bills and then 
bought the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway, which he continued to 
run until 1945. 

In 1934, General Motors asked 
him to take over the manage¬ 
ment of a money-losing subsidi¬ 
ary, Eastern Air Lines. Within a 
year Rickenbacker made Eastern 
profitable, and in 1938 he raised 
$3.5 million and took control of 
the line. Every year from 1935 to 
1960, Eastern turned a profit un¬ 
der Rickenbacker’s management, 
thereby disproving the prevailing 
theory that airlines inevitably 
needed federal subsidies. Ricken¬ 
backer worked hard as a sales¬ 
man for Eastern and for commer¬ 
cial aviation, and he pioneered 
Eastern’s shuttle service between 
Boston, New York and Washing¬ 
ton. 


In February 1941, Eddie Rick¬ 
enbacker was aboard Eastern’s 
Mexico City Silver Sleeper when 
the DC-3 crashed as it approach¬ 
ed Atlanta. Rickenbacker was 
badly injured. In the hospital, he 
heard the radio voice of Walter 
Winchell announce that he was 
dying. “I began to fight,” Ricken¬ 
backer recalled later. “They had 
me under an oxygen tent. I tore it 
apart and picked up a pitcher. I 
heaved it at the radio and scored 
a direct hit. The radio fell apart 
and Winchell’s voice stopped. 
Then I got well.” 

Only 16 months later, while 
making an inspection tour of 
wartime bases in a B-17, Ricken¬ 
backer crash-landed in the South 
Pacific. For 21 days, he and six 
other men survived on three rafts; 
an eighth man died of his injuries. 
Though he was the only civilian 
in the group, Rickenbacker took 
charge; he carefully divided four 
oranges and made them last six 
days. One day a seagull landed on 
his head. He captured it, appor¬ 
tioned his flesh as food and used 
its entrails as bait for fish. He 
cursed one man who prayed for 
death, and dragged back another 
who tried to drown himself to 
make more room for the others. 
His comrades later credited him 
with taunting them into staying 
alive. 

“The sensation of dying is 
sweet, sensuous, placid,” he once 
said. “It is the easiest thing in 
the world to die. The hardest is 
to live.” His will endured, but his 
strength finally faltered. On July 
23, 1973, Eddie Rickenbacker 
died in Zurich, of a heart ailment, 
at the age of 82. 
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^AARATHON NOMINATION 
CAMPAIGN UNDERWAY 


A special NOMINATIONS form 
NCS newsletter. Each member is 
jects which he or she believes are 
worthy of commemoration by 
NCS. All of the resulting nomi¬ 
nations will be tabulated, and the 
new subjects placed on future 
ballots will be those which were 
nominated by the largest number 
of NCS members. 

In the event some incident of 
special importance to Americans 
occurs during the ensuing months, 
the Board may decide to add that 
subject to the ballot as an addi¬ 
tional choice. But the main 
choices will come from the results 
of this semi-annual nomination 
campaign. 

REMINDER: QUARTERLY EXHIBIT 
CONTEST CLOSES JULY 10 

The deadline for receipt of 
photographs for entry in the cur¬ 
rent Quarterly NCS Exhibit Con¬ 
test is July 10. The Quarterly 
Prize of $250 will be awarded to 
the NCS member who submits a 
photograph of the most interest¬ 
ing display of NCS material ex- 


is enclosed with this issue of the 
asked to list on this form all sub- 


hibited at some time during the 
months of April, May or June, 
1974. The winner of this Quar¬ 
terly Contest then becomes eli¬ 
gible to win an Honorary Life¬ 
time Membership by having his 
exhibit chosen the “Best of 1974.” 

MOUNT VERNON SELECTED 
BY NCS MEMBERS FOR 
127th COMMEMORATIVE 

A Commemorative in Honor 
of Mount Vernon has been 
selected by NCS members to be 
the subject of the 127th NCS 
Commemorative—the 27th issue 
in Series III. This commemora¬ 
tive is scheduled to be issued in 
February, 1975. 

The final count of votes cast on 
last month’s ballot was: 


A Commemorative in Honor of 

Mount Vernon .1331 

A Commemorative Tribute to 

George Dewey .1027 

A Commemorative in Honor of 
the 75th Anniversary of the 





A Commemorative in Honor of 
the 500th Anniversary of the 

Birth of Balboa . 364 

The two new subjects added to 
the ballot this month, each of 
which was duly nominated and 
seconded, are: 

A Commemorative in Honor of 
the 200th Anniversary of 
Paul Revere’s Ride 
A Commemorative in Honor of 
the 200th Anniversary of the 
United States Army 
The current ballot is for the 
128th NCS Commemorative (the 
twenty-eighth commemorative in 
Series III), which is scheduled to 
be issued in March, 1975. This 
ballot must be received at NCS 
headquarters by July 15 to be 
included in the count. 

C0MMEM0RATIVES IN THE WORKS 

No. 120 —July, 1974 
The 13 Original States 
Sculptor —- Abram Belskie 
No. 121 —-August, 1974 
Betsy Ross and the 
First American Flag 
Sculptor—Jane Lunger 
No. 122 — September, 1974 
Thomas "Stonewall" Jackson 
Sesquicentennial 
Sculptor — Karen Worth 
No. 123—October, 1974 
Christopher Columbus 
Sculptor — Philip Nathan 
No. 124 — November, 1974 
Independence Hall 
Sculptor — Daniel Caimi 
No. 125 —December, 1974 
Amelia Earhart 

Sculptor—Dora de Pedery-Hunt 
No. 126 —January, 1975 
Alvin York and Audie Murphy 
Sculptor — to be announced 


THREE CONTAINERS AVAILABLE 
FOR NCS PROOFS 

There are three ways in which 
you can house your NCS collec¬ 
tion, ranging from the traditional 
display chest to a luxurious 
plaque. 

As most members know, each 
Deluxe Collector’s Chest holds 10 
NCS proofs and is accompanied 
by a serially-numbered outside 
nameplate identifying the issues 
contained in that chest. Chests are 
now available to hold proofs 1-10, 
11-20, 21-30, 31-40, 41-50, 51-60, 
61-70, 71-80, 81-90, 91-100, 101- 
110 and 111-120. The chests (in¬ 
cluding outside nameplate) are 
priced at $7.50 each. 

Second, and most strongly 
recommended, is the Deluxe 
Album which holds 50 proofs. 
Albums are currently available 
for Series I (the first 50 NCS 
commemoratives), Series II (the 
second 50 NCS commemoratives) 
and Series III (the third 50 NCS 
commemoratives). These albums 
are priced at $12.50 each. 

Third, and most elegant, is the 
Lucite wall plaque. Each wall 
plaque holds 50 proofs. Plaques 
— now available for Series I, 
Series II and Series III — are 
shipped complete with the appro¬ 
priate set of nameplates. The 
price is $59.50 for each plaque 
ordered. 

Any of the items listed above 
may be ordered by sending a re¬ 
mittance in the proper amount to 
NCS headquarters. 
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MAILBAG 


NEW NOMINATIONS 

I have been residing in the 
Washington, D.C., metropolitan 
area for over six years. One of 
the most outstanding buildings in 
our Nation’s Capital—which re¬ 
ceives very little publicity—is the 
wonderful Library of Congress. It 
is one of the most modern libra¬ 
ries in the world, and its architec¬ 
ture is also quite outstanding. 

The Library of Congress was 
established in 1800. In 1870, an 
act provided that copies of all 
books copyrighted in the United 
States must be included in the 
Library. 

I hope that you will consider 
my nomination. 

Lorraine E. Bailey (0269) 
Arlington, Virginia 

May I present, for the Society’s 
possible consideration, a subject 
for a future issue: our present 
Secretary of State, Dr. Henry Kis¬ 
singer. 


His notable accomplishments 
have received world-wide acclaim. 
And the citizens of the United 
States have received much pride 
from the esteem he has received. 

I believe that Dr. Kissinger 
would be a worthy subject for a 
future commemorative issue, and 
1 herewith submit his name for 
consideration. 

Thank you for taking time to 
consider this letter. 

Dr. Joel Rubin (0696) 
Bayside, New York 

I hereby nominate “Molly 
Pitcher” for her courage and love 
of country, as shown at the Battle 
of Monmouth. I believe this would 
be in keeping with the celebration 
of the forthcoming Bicentennial. 

Thank you for your considera¬ 
tion. 

Lowell Thomas Back (0960) 
Dayton, Ohio 

I hereby nominate my late 
grandfather Joseph Pascocello 
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( 1888-1974 ) who holds the 
world’s record for bag punching. 
During his time, he was known 
as ”The Champ." He once 
punched a bag for nine hours 
without stopping. 

I hope you will consider him 
for one of your future issues. 

Stephen Bitetti (0476) 
Brooklyn, New York 

CLEMENTE RENOMINATED 

By the way fellow members, 
it’s about time Roberto Clemente 
received his just reward. So let’s 
commemorate that fine young 
man who gave his all to help 
others. 

C. P. Everest, Jr. (1587) 

Winston-Salem, North Carolina 

SECONDING NOMINATIONS 

I second the nomination of Ben¬ 
jamin Harrison for consideration 
by NCS members. 

I would also like to nominate 
Monticello, the home of Thomas 
Jefferson, as the subject for a fu¬ 
ture NCS coin-medal. 

Richard P. Scott (0947) 
Arlington, Virginia 

Allow me at this time to second 
the nomination of Benjamin Har¬ 
rison. Here was one of the truly 
great Americans who — although 
not as well known as some of the 
other of our Founding Fathers — 
nevertheless was equally impor¬ 
tant in the formation of our be¬ 
loved country. 

Donald K. Reichling (2962) 
Modesto, California 


GOOD TREND OF THOUGHT 

I am happy with the trend of 
thinking that is taking place in 
our Society. The trend to com¬ 
memorate items and people of 
our historic heritage will help to 
preserve that which is so dear to 
the American people. It will also 
bring more respect to the country 
which we have inherited. 

Daniel E. Haseltine (2305) 
Chicago, Illinois 

EXCELLENT BALLOT SUBJECTS 

The subjects on the latest Of¬ 
ficial Ballot are too good to ap¬ 
pear together. It certainly is a 
shame that all three of the sub¬ 
jects not selected cannot be placed 
on our next ballot. 

Rebekah B. Stonebraker (1592) 
Clear Spring, Maryland 

SPECTACULAR 

I am very happy with my Ster¬ 
ling Silver Proof of the First 
Continental Congress Bicentennial 
Commemorative. The quality is 
superb, and the finish is spectacu- 

Brian Baker (3154) 
Corona, California 

TWO ISSUES EACH 
MONTH SUGGESTED 

In response to the recommenda¬ 
tion of Mr. John W. Crosby in 
the April issue of the news¬ 
letter, I am in agreement with 
his concern over the many nomi¬ 
nations which have been placed 
“in limbo.” 

The opportunity for all NCS 
members to place a rank-order on 
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all candidates would give us a 
second chance at those who were 
placed out of the running after a 
few months on the ballot. It is 
very difficult to make up one’s 
mind when in fact there are as 
many as three excellent choices 
each month. 

The proposed method would 
still give NCS ample time to 
arrange for the right person to 
do the sculpting. As new nomi¬ 
nations were placed on each 
month’s ballot, then the top two 
could take their respective places 
in the rank-order listing. How¬ 
ever, I do feel that there should 
in fact be a cut-off place, so that 
the listing would not grow out of 
proportion. There would just be 
too many items to commemorate. 

An alternate solution to this 
problem might be to increase the 
monthly issue to two commemo- 
ratives per month. 

I propose that a poll be taken 
to see if the NCS membership 
would like to see two issues per 
month instead of the present one 
issue. 

LeRoy D. Blanchard (0407) 
Islamabad 
Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 

ADDITIONAL DONATIONS 

We are most delighted to be 
presented with the special coin¬ 
medal in honor of Walter Reed. 
Since one of our projects is a 
medallion collection, we have to 
agree with you that our museum 


was an appropriate place for it. 
We have over 200 medallions, 
most of which are medically 
oriented. In addition, we have 
been purchasing your series of 
commemorative coin-medals and 
hold NCS membership No. 1521. 

With the foregoing background 
in mind, I am sure you are aware 
of how pleased we are to be the 
recipients of this medallion. 

Terrance S. Goerne 
Administrative Assistant 
Charitable, Educational and 
Scientific Foundation of the 
State Medical Society 
of Wisconsin. 

Madison, Wisconsin 

• The Museum of Medical Pro¬ 
gress has been awarded Sterling 
Silver Proof No. 1 of the Walter 
Reed Commemorative. 

On behalf of all members of 
the New York City Police De¬ 
partment, we are pleased to ac¬ 
cept Sterling Silver Proof No. 1 of 
the 102nd NCS Commemorative 
Coin-Medal, issued in honor of 
J. Edgar Hoover. The medal is 
now displayed with other memo¬ 
rabilia in our Museum. 

Thank you for making us the 
recipient of this beautiful medal. 

David Bronstein 
Director 
Crime Museum 
New York, New York 

• Sterling Silver Proof No. I of 
the J. Edgar Hoover Memorial 
Commemorative has been present¬ 
ed to the Crime Museum. 
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HERMAN de ROOS 
Sculptor of the NCS 
Skylab I Coin-Medal 

Herman de Roos, sculptor of 
this month’s issue, was born in 
Batavia, the Dutch East Indies, on 
April 15, 1940. From 1957 
through 1961, he studied at the 
Stichting Vakopleiding Schoon- 
hoven in Holland, graduating with 
a Masters Degree in Goldsmith- 
ing. He then served his appren¬ 
ticeship as a sculptor under the 
skilled tutelage of Holland’s 
Maarten Pauw at Atelier Mes. 
In 1967, he emigrated to the 
United States, and soon thereafter 
joined The Franklin Mint Sculp¬ 
tors’ Studio. 

Mr. de Roos is married and the 
father of two young boys, ages 2 
and 5. The family resides in 
Wayne, Pennsylvania. 

A man of many talents, Mr. 
de Roos enjoys landscape garden¬ 
ing, gemology, classical music, 
swimming and gourmet cooking. 


His principal achievements 
include: 

• Coins and Medals: Hollywood 
Medal, California Commemo¬ 
rative Society, 1971; Thomas Edi¬ 
son’s Home Medal, Great His¬ 
torical Sites, Franklin Mint, 
1971; Fontana Steel Medal, Cali¬ 
fornia Commemorative Society, 
1972; Apollo XVI Medal, Frank¬ 
lin Mint, 1972; Louis D. Bran¬ 
ded Medal, Legal Heritage So¬ 
ciety, 1972; John Taft Medal, 
Franklin Mint, 1972; Joshua 
Chamberlain Medal, Patriots Hall 
of Fame, 1973; Sinking of the 
Lusitania Medal, History of the 
United States Series, Franklin 
Mint, 1973; Peace Medal, Frank¬ 
lin Mint, 1973; Virgin of the 
Rocks Medal, 100 Greatest Mas¬ 
terpieces Series, 1973; Samson’s 
Wedding Feast Medal, Genius of 
Rembrandt series, 1973; Nimbus 
V Medal, America in Space series, 
1973; Steelscape, Franklin Mint 
Sculptors’ Studio Collection, 

1 9 74: Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Medal, Patriots Hall of Fame, 
1974. 

• Sculpture: Man with many 
faces, private collection, 1963; 
two Silver and Gold Dragons, 
Royal Family of the Netherlands, 
1964; Silver Elephant, Royal 
Family of the Netherlands, 1965; 
Ivory carving, Jesus Christ carry¬ 
ing his cross to Golgotha, Schaap 
Jewellers, Netherlands, 1966; 
Negro Woman, carved black 
onyx face, ivory headdress, and 
18kt. gold ornaments, Bodes & 
Bode Jewellers, Netherlands, 
1967. 
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THE SKYLAB I COIN-MEDAL 
Sculptured by Herman de Roos 

119th COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 


The sunlight glinted off the ob¬ 
ject looming larger in the com- 
maned module window, and As¬ 
tronaut Charles (“Pete”) Conrad 
Jr.’s exuberant voice came crack¬ 
ling across space: “Tallyho! Sky¬ 
lab!” As he maneuvered the 
Apollo spaceship closer to the 
windmill-shaped orbiting labor¬ 
atory, Conrad gave crewmates 
Joseph Kerwin and Paul Weitz— 
and millions watching their TV 
screens on earth—a closeup look 
at the damaged Skylab. 

Barely more than a minute 
after the orbiting laboratory was 
first launched, on May 14, 1973, 
ground controllers knew that Sky¬ 
lab I was in trouble. Telemetered 
signals indicated that the meter- 
oid-and-heat-shield protecting the 
workshop and living quarters of 
the craft had been ripped away. 
The telemetry also seemed to con¬ 


firm that one of the workshop’s 
two electricity-producing solar 
panels had sheared off, and the 
other had been jammed by debris 
from the shield. 

Now Conrad was able to con¬ 
firm what the telemetry had indi¬ 
cated. But, after surveying the 
jammed solar panel and the rem¬ 
nants of the meteroid shield, the 
skipper was reassured. “I think 
we can take care of it,” he told 
relieved flight controllers in 
Houston. 

Soon after the astronauts ren¬ 
dezvoused with Skylab, Astronaut 
Paul Weitz—leaning out of the 
Apollo command module—at¬ 
tempted to pull the jammed wing 
free with a long-handled tool that 
resembled a boat hook. But a 
two-foot-long scrap of aluminum 
from the ripped shield was so 
tightly wrapped around the bot- 
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tom of the wing that it would not 
extend. Still NASA’s engineers 
and technicians, who had already 
displayed extraordinary ingenuity 
in fashioning Skylab’s makeshift 
sunshade, refused to give up. 

Mission Control then gave the 
astronauts permission for the 
space walk in which they would 
apply these techniques to get the 
job done. After donning their 
pressure suits, all three astronauts 
moved from the orbital-workshop 
area of Skylab into the multiple 
docking adapter. Then, while 
Weitz remained behind, Conrad 
and Kerwin went outside through 
a small side hatch in the airlock 
module. 

Skylab was just about to enter 
the earth’s shadow, and the astro¬ 
nauts had to begin their work with 
illumination provided only by 
lights in the hatch area. After 
they assembled five sections of 
tubing into a 25-ft.-long extension 
pole, and attached it to a two-foot- 
long cutting tool similar to prun¬ 
ing shears, they untangled the 
long, snaking cords that provided 
them both with oxygen and with 
a communications link to Skylab 
and Mission Control. Then, as 
the sun reappeared, they began 
to make their way through the 
maze of trusses on Skylab’s tele¬ 
scope mount. Circling part way 
around the outside of the cylin¬ 
drical airlock module, they finally 
arrived within pole’s reach of the 
jammed solar wing. 

“We got the wing out and 
locked,” Conrad soon reported. 
With a tug from the astronauts, 


the solar wing had swung out per¬ 
pendicular to the ship, and its 
accordion-like silicon panels were 
unfolding. However, hydraulic 
fluid in the panels’ spring mech¬ 
anism had stiffened in the extreme 
cold, and the panels only partially 
emerged. Yet a week later, the 
warming rays had thawed the 
fluid. The panels extended fully, 
and the eight previously-idle bat¬ 
teries began charging up. 

On June 22, 1973, after spend¬ 
ing a record 28 days and 50 min¬ 
utes in space, Skylab I Astronauts 
Conrad, Kerwin and Weitz 
splashed down in the Pacific 
Ocean some 830 miles southwest 
of San Diego. As the Apollo 
command ship bobbed gently in 
the rolling seas, 6Vi miles off the 
bow of the recovery ship Ticon- 
deroga, Conrad radioed a mes¬ 
sage: “Everybody here is in super 
shape.” Indeed, it was a flawless 
finish to a successful mission that 
—at many times during the voy¬ 
age—had seemed doomed to 
failure. 

NASA officials now believe 
that the Skylab project has gone 
a long way toward proving that 
man could live and work success¬ 
fully in space. During their 395 
trips around the earth, the Sky¬ 
lab I astronauts slept better, ate 
more, and seemed more comfort¬ 
able than any space voyagers be¬ 
fore them. Equally as impressive 
was the fact that the astronauts— 
despite a power shortage during 
the early part of their mission— 
completed at least 80% of their 
scheduled experiments. 
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MIKE WICKSTROM WINS EXHIBIT 
AWARD FOR SECOND QUARTER 

An outstanding display of NCS coin-medals (see picture on next page), 
designed and constructed by Mike Wickstrom of Newark, California, has 


won First Prize in the Second 
Quarterly NCS Exhibit Contest 
of 1974. For his efforts, Mr. 
Wickstrom has received the cash 
prize of $250.00 and a handsome 
gold-plated trophy. 

On June 7, his display—which 
is based on Alistair Cooke’s book 
(and popular television series) 
America — achieved blue ribbon 
honors by capturing First Prize 
in a competitive showing at the 
Newark Coin Club. 

The Third Quarterly NCS Ex¬ 
hibit Contest of 1974 is now under 
way. Entries may be exhibited any 
time between July 1 and Septem¬ 
ber 30, 1974. A $250.00 cash 
prize and a gold-plated trophy 
will be given for the best NCS 
exhibit displayed during this 
period, and one additional award 
will be made for the best NCS 
exhibit displayed during the final 
quarter of 1974. All four 1974 
winners will then compete in the 


yearly finals, and an Honorary 
Lifetime Membership in NCS will 
be awarded to the member whose 
exhibit is judged “Best of 1974.” 

200th ANNIVERSARY OF 
PAUL REVERE’S RIDE SELECTED 
BY NCS MEMBERS FOR 
128th COMMEMORATIVE 

A Commemorative in Honor 
of the 200th Anniversary of Paul 
Revere’s Ride has been selected 
by NCS members to be the sub¬ 
ject of the 128th NCS Commemo¬ 
rative—the 28th issue in Series 
III. This commemorative is sched¬ 
uled to be issued in March, 1975. 

The final count of votes cast on 
last month’s ballot was: 

A Commemorative in Honor of 
the 200th Anniversary of 
Paul Revere’s Ride.1282 

A Commemorative Tribute to 
George Dewey. 984 

A Commemorative in Honor of 
the 200th Anniversary of the 
United States Army . 705 







the ballot this month, each of 
which was duly nominated and 
seconded, are: 

A g““ 

The current ballot is for the 
129th NCS Commemorative (the 
twenty-ninth commemorative in 
Series III), which is scheduled to 
be issued in April, 1975. This 
ballot must be received at NCS 
headquarters by August 15 to be 
included in the count. 


LATEST COLLECTOR’S CHESTS AND 
ALBUMS NOW AVAILABLE 

This issue of the newsletter 


is accompanied by an Order Form 
for the convenience of those 
members who wish to acquire a 
new Deluxe Collector’s Chest or 
a Deluxe Album. 

The Collector’s Chest will hold 
the next 10 medals (the 21st 
through 30th Commemoratives) 
in Series III. A serially-numbered 
outside nameplate, identifying the 
issues therein, will be sent with 
each chest. The price of the chest 
is still just $7.50. 

The Deluxe Album is de¬ 
signed to hold all 50 proofs to be 
issued in Series III. It is priced 
at $12.50. 

Series I and Series II Deluxe 
Albums are also available, as are 
Collector’s Chests with matching 
outside nameplates for earlier 
NCS issues. 



Mike Wickstrom won $250 for this display of NCS coin-medals. 
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IN THE MAILBAG 




Jennings Bryan. 


I think it is about time we hon¬ 
ored the “Silver King.” 

name and address 
withheld upon request 

AMERICAN LEGION OR VFW 
COMMEMORATIVE MEDAL 
PROPOSED 

How about a tribute to all of 
us who served overseas, which 
could take the form of a salute to 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars or 
the American Legion? 

Keep up the good work. 

Jack Freelin (3049) 
Omaha, Nebraska 

CLEMENTE SECONDED 

I was greatly pleased to note the 
suggestion of C. P. Everest, Jr. 
(1587), that we awaken to the 
qualificationsof Roberto Clemente 


so that his name will again appear 
on a future NCS ballot. 

I had previously nominated this 
most deserving athlete and hu¬ 
manitarian for commemoration, 
and my letter subsequently ap¬ 
peared in the February, 1973, 

NEWSLETTER. 

It is a matter of record that the 
athletic world was so aware of 
Clemente’s greatness that they in¬ 
ducted him into the Baseball Hall 
of Fame just months after his 
tragic death, marking only the 
second time in history that the 
five-year waiting period for that 
honor has ever been waived. 

Let’s show the world that NCS 
members are aware not only of 
Clemente’s athletic prowess but 
also of his exceptional humanitar¬ 
ian and leadership qualities. 

I, therefore, second Mr. Ever¬ 
est’s nomination. 

W. R. Bishop (0792) 
Emlenton, Pennsylvania 
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CROSBY’S SUGGESTION 
SUPPORTED 

I think the suggestion by Mr. 
John W. Crosby (0261) is a fine 
idea. Even though I was a late 
starter, I keep a list of previous 
medals, so I am aware of who 
has been honored. But former 
nominations seem, as he says, to 
land in limbo. As a result, you 
feel quite exasperated to find that 
you’ve nominated someone or 
something that has already been 
considered and turned down. 

I would also like to nominate 
Clara Maass for consideration as 
the subject of a future NCS medal. 

Willa T. Sullivan (4877) 
Belleville, New Jersey 

I agree with the new nominating 
procedure proposed by L. E. 
Fosterman (4883), more particu¬ 
larly in the manner proposed by 
John W. Crosby (0261). 

A very recent case is the Volun¬ 
teer Fireman, which lost out to 
stiff competition but which would 
in my opinion rank high over 
some current subjects. 

Edward V. Gehrke (4788) 
Daytona Beach, Florida 

TREASURED COLLECTION 

Each coin-medal I receive 
seems to be better than the one 
before it. The flawless proof qual¬ 
ity, combined with the excellent 
designs of famous artists, and the 
integrity of The Franklin Mint, 
combine to make the current 


series of NCS medals a most 
wanted and treasured collection. 

Stephen J. Bitetti (0476) 
Brooklyn, New York 

IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTION 

We are very happy to accept 
the generous gift of the Eddie 
Rickenbacker Memorial Coin- 
Medal designed and sculptured by 
Raymond Turner. 

I am sure our visitors will enjoy 
viewing this beautiful medal. 

Thank you for choosing 
Georgia Veterans State Park for 
this important contribution. 

G. H. Evans 
Superintendent 
Georgia Veterans State Park 
Cordele, Georgia 

• Georgia Veterans State Park 
has been presented with Sterling 
Silver Proof No. 9 of the Eddie 
Rickenbacker Memorial Com¬ 
memorative. 

BEAUTIFUL WORK 

Thank you for your letter of 
June 3, 1974 regarding the Eddie 
Rickenbacker Memorial Com¬ 
memorative Coin-Medal. 

The proof medal arrived on 
June 7th. It is a beautiful piece 
of work and we are honored that 
you would provide the Air Force 
Museum with Sterling Silver 
Proof No. 1. 

Captain Eddie was a great 
friend of the Museum and we 
have many items of his memor¬ 
abilia on display here. When 
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Lockbourne AFB was redesig¬ 
nated Rickenbacker AFB on May 
18, 1974, we took over an out¬ 
standing display of Rickenbacker 
memorabilia for the Open House. 

Again, our thanks and apprecia¬ 
tion to you for your thoughtful- 

Bernie S. Bass 
Colonel, USAF 
Director 
Air Force Museum 
Dayton, Ohio 

• Sterling Silver Proof No. 1 of 
the Eddie Rickenbacker Memorial 
Commemorative has been donated 
to the Air Force Museum. 

WONDERS OF THE WORLD 
NOMINATED 

I am very happy with the qual¬ 
ity, workmanship and uniqueness 
of our medals. 

Would you please start to com¬ 
memorate the 24 wonders of the 
world? I think they would be 24 
very worthy subjects. 

Words cannot express how 
grateful I’d be. 

Edna H. Anderson (2303) 
Holiday, Florida 

DR. KISSINGER 
RENOMINATED 

Our Secretary of State, Dr. 
Henry Kissinger, deserves to be 
honored now for his great service 
to our country and to world peace. 

Let NCS be one of the first to 
show our appreciation for his 


outstanding endeavors. 

John Gross (3454) 
New Brunswick, New Jersey 

VERY PROUD 

I look forward to receiving 
each new coin-medal around the 
first of each month. I’m very 
proud of all of them. 

I would like NCS to try John 
Crosby’s nominating procedure. 
I believe it would improve our 
subject selection. 

Thanks again for the oppor¬ 
tunity to join NCS. 

C. T. Hoobler (5183) 
Hammondsville, Ohio 


COMMEMORATIVES IN THE WORKS 

No. 121 — August, 1974 
Betsy Ross and the 
First American Flag 
Sculptor—Jane Lunger 
No. 122 — September, 1974 
Thomas “ Stonewall” Jackson 
Sesquicentennial 
Sculptor — Karen Worth 
No. 123 —October, 1974 
Christopher Columbus 
Sculptor — Philip Nathan 
No. 124 — November, 1974 
Independence Hall 
Sculptor — Daniel Caimi 
No. 125 — December, 1974 
Amelia Earhart 
Sculptor — Caesar Rufo 
No. 126 — January, 1975 
Alvin York and Audie Murphy 
Sculptor — Edward Grove 
No. 127 — February, 1975 
Mount Vernon 
Sculptor — Vincent Miller 
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ABRAM BELSKIE 
Sculptor of the NCS 
Thirteen Original States 
Coin-Medal 

Abram Belskie was born 
March 24, 1907, in London, 
England. He studied at Glasgow 
University School of Art, Scot¬ 
land; continuing his education 
in London, Paris and Rome. An 
Academician of the National 
Academy of Design, Belskie is 
also a member of Allied Artists 
of America and the American 
Numismatic Association, and a 
Fellow of the National Sculpture 
Society. He lives with his wife, 
the former Helen Atkinson, in 
Closter, New Jersey. 

His principal achievements in¬ 
clude : 

• Coins and Medals: Dr. Walter 
Reed, Dr. William Gorgas, Dr. 
W. T. G. Morton, and Phillips 
Brooks Medals, Hall of Fame for 
Great Americans; Philip Levine 
Award, Ortho Research Founda¬ 


tion; Alumni and Centennial 
Awards, New York Medical Col¬ 
lege, 1958, 1960; The Johnson 
Medal, Johnson & Johnson; 25th 
Anniversary Columbia Presbyte¬ 
rian Medical Center, 1963; Thomas 
Jefferson Coin-Medal, National 
Commemorative Society, 1966; 
Pioneer Women of America Coin- 
Medal, Societe Commemorative 
de Femmes Celebres, 1967; Rich¬ 
ard E. Byrd Coin-Medal, National 
Commemorative Society, 1969; 
Frederick Douglass Commemora¬ 
tive, American Negro Commemo¬ 
rative Society, 1969; Saint Patrick 
Medal, Catholic Art Guild, 1971; 
Saint James the Less Commemo¬ 
rative, Catholic Commemorative 
Medal Society, 1971; Sir Walter 
Scott Commemorative Medal, Bri¬ 
tannia Commemorative Society, 
1971; Mary Queen of Scots Coin- 
Medal, Societe Commemorative 
de Femmes Celebres, 1973. 

• Sculpture: “He Is Risen,” The 
Franklin Mint Easter Plate, 1974; 
Javier Pereira, Oldest Man in the 
World, Colombia, S. A.; Bronze 
busts of Carl Hartman, Research 
Director, Ortho Research Founda¬ 
tion; General Robert Wood John¬ 
son, Johnson & Johnson; Dr. 
Robert Latou Dickinson, National 
Academy of Medicine. 

• Awards: Lindsay Morris Me¬ 
morial Award, 1951; Mrs. Louis 
Bennet Award, 1956; J. Sanford 
Saltus Medal, American Numis¬ 
matic Society, 1959; Golden 
Anniversary Prize, Allied Artists 
of America, 1963; Sir John 
Edward Burnett Prize, Scotland. 
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THE THIRTEEN ORIGINAL STATES COIN-MEDAL 
Sculptured by Abram Belskie 

120th COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 


As surprising as it may seem, 
private enterprise was responsible 
for the establishment of all of the 
original British colonies in North 
America. The King of England 
granted charters to joint-stock 
corporations to found and govern 
“chartered” or “commercial” col¬ 
onies. Sometimes, he gave grants 
of land to individuals to establish 
“proprietary” colonies. But most 
of the colonies eventually became 
“royal” colonies, ruled by a Gov¬ 
ernor appointed by the King. 

Virginia dates from 1606, when 
King James I granted a charter to 
the London Company. Jamestown 
was founded in 1607. From 1612 
to 1624, the colony was governed 
by the Virginia Company, which 
had been created in 1609 by a 
second royal charter. 

New Hampshire goes back to 


a 1622 royal grant given to Sir 
Ferdinando Gorges and Captain 
John Mason, who divided their 
land—which extended 60 miles 
inland from the New England 
coast, between the Merrimack and 
Kennebec rivers. 

The Massachusetts Bay Com¬ 
pany was chartered by King 
Charles I in 1629. The Pilgrims 
settled at Plymouth in 1620 and 
their colony existed independently 
until 1691, when a new charter 
was given Massachusetts, under 
which Plymouth and Maine were 
annexed to Massachusetts. 

Maryland began as a propri¬ 
etary colony, with a charter 
granted in 1632 to George Cal¬ 
vert, the first Baron Baltimore. 
But he died before its issuance, 
and so the charter devolved upon 
his son and heir Cecilius Calvert, 
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second Lord Baltimore, whose 
brother Leonard established the 
first settlement at St. Marys (now 
St. Marys City) in 1634. 

Connecticut was chartered in 
1662 by Charles II. In 1636, 
Thomas Hooker had moved there 
from Newtown, with some fol¬ 
lowers, and settled Hartford on 
the Connecticut River. 

Rhode Island was chartered in 
1663, the colony being an out¬ 
growth of Roger Williams’ settle¬ 
ment at Providence in 1636. 

North and South Carolina be¬ 
gan as one colony called Carolina, 
under a grant issued by King 
Charles II to eight court favorites 
in 1663. But Carolina’s northern 
part, called Albemarle County, 
had a separate Governor and leg¬ 
islature until 1691. 

Meanwhile, the Dutch West 
India Company had founded New 
Netherland in 1621 and the 
Swedes had settled Fort Christina 
(now Wilmington) in 1638. In 
1655, Governor Petrus Stuyvesant 
compelled the Swedes to accept 
New Netherland sovereignty, and 
for the next nine years the Dutch 
trading company’s ownership of 
the Atlantic coast area between 
Connecticut and Maryland con¬ 
tinued unchallenged. But King 
Charles II of England then de¬ 
cided to risk war with Holland by 
seizing this vast domain, and 
secretly “gave” it to his brother 
James, Duke of York (the future 
King James II). A squadron dis¬ 
patched by the Duke forced the 
surrender of New Amsterdam and 
the rest of New Netherland in 


1664. The province and capital 
were then renamed New York. 

A large area of New Nether¬ 
land, west of the Hudson River 
and extending to the Delaware, 
was bestowed by the Duke of 
York on two friends, Sir George 
Carteret and Lord John Berkeley, 
also in 1664. Named New Jersey, 
it was divided into East and West 
Jersey in 1676. Both Jerseys were 
acquired by Quaker interests, and 
they were reunited in 1702, the 
proprietary authorities yielding 
them to the Crown. Thenceforth, 
until 1738, New Jersey—while re¬ 
taining its assembly—was ruled 
by New York’s Governor. 

Pennsylvania was the out¬ 
growth of a 1681 grant from 
Charles II to William Penn, in 
settlement of a debt owed by the 
King to the Penn family. Phila¬ 
delphia was founded in 1682, 
when Penn also acquired from the 
Duke of York areas colonized by 
Sweden on the Delaware River. 
Not until 1704 did Delaware have 
its first separate assembly. 

The last of the original 13 
colonies to be established was 
Georgia. The charter was granted 
by King George II to James 
Oglethorpe in 1732 and, in 1733, 
the first settlement was made at 
Savannah. 

On July 4, 1776, with the Dec¬ 
laration of Independence, the 
thirteen original colonies of Great 
Britain ceased to be and the 
Thirteen Original States of The 
United States of America were 
born. 
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NEWSLETTER 

THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY, BOX 100, LANSDOWNE, PENNA. 19050 
Volume 13 - Number 1 August, 1974 

LEXINGTON AND CONCORD BICENTENNIAL 
SELECTED AS 129th COMMEMORATIVE 



A Commemorative in Honor of the 200th Anniversary of the Battles 
of Lexington and Concord has been selected by NCS members to be the 
subject of the 129th NCS Com¬ 


memorative—the 29th issue in Ser¬ 
ies III. This commemorative is 
scheduled to be issued in April, 



The current ballot is for the 
130th NCS Commemorative (the 
thirtieth commemorative in Series 
III), which is scheduled to be 
issued in May, 1975. This ballot 
must be received at NCS head¬ 
quarters by September 15 to be 

COMMEMORATIVES IN 
THE WORKS 

No. 122—September, 1974 
Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson 
Sesquicentennial 
Sculptor—Karen Worth 
No. 123—October, 1974 
ipher Columbus 
or—Philip Nathan 
!4—November, 1974 
mdence Hall 
:or—Daniel Caimi 


A E M a='I ribU,e '° 


No. 125—December, 1974 
Amelia Earhart 
Sculptor—Caesar Rufo 





No. 126—January, 1975 
Alvin York and Audie Murphy 
Sculptor—Edward Grove 
No. 127—February, 1975 
Mount Vernon 
Sculptor—Vincent Miller 
No. 128—March, 1975 
Bicentennial of Paul Revere’s Ride 
Sculptor—James Berry 


0074 

0106 

0130 

0131 

0141 

0155 

0185 

0206 


newsletter binders 

MAILED 

Complimentary binders to hold 
the next ten issues of the NCS 
newsletter (comprising Volume 
u 01 the newsletter) have re¬ 
cently been sent to all NCS mem¬ 
bers in good standing. 

If you are missing binders, or 
parts of binders, for any of the 
previous twelve volumes of the 
newsletter please let us know 
and we will send you what you 
are missing free of charge. Be 
sure to identify the issues for which 
you are missing binders and also 
IC - wh ether you are missing 

p h k C binder or P arts of it 
pach binder consists of a back- 

2’ °, Ut 7 aCetate cover and a " 

inner printed cover. 


lost and stolen proofs 

listen l S th f latest cumulative 
ist of lost and stolen NCS proofs. 
*1 you come across any of these 
Proofs please communicate im¬ 
mediately with NCS. 

Membership No. Proofs 

0012 1st 

0027 1st thru 74th 


0233 

0264 

0297 

0333 

0371 

0376 

0382 

0388 

0470 

0476 

0534 

0574 

0576 

0595 

0639 

0713 

0796 

0797 

0842 

0878 

0909 

0965 

0996 

1118 

1246 

1251 


6th 

6th 

2nd, 4th 
1st 

2nd thru 92nd 
25th, 26th 
1st thru 54th 
2nd thru 5th, 8th, 
9th, 10th, 20th, 
21st, 22nd, 25th, 
26th, 31st, 33rd, 
35th, 36th, 52nd, 
60th, 62nd, 65th, 
68th, 72nd, 74th, 
75th, 80th and 
86th 

1st thru 20th 
12th thru 15th, 
22nd, 31st 
51st thru 81st 
1st thru 30th 
20th 
30th 
14th 

83rd, 84th, 85th 
36th 

14th, 15th, 17th 
1st thru 36th 
21st thru 26th 
1st thru 5th 
1st thru 10th, 
21st 

1st thru 60th 
1st thru 50th 
1st thru 10th 
1st thru 10th 
94th, 95th, 96th 
4th, 5th 
24th 

64th thru 86th 
1st thru 24th 
1st thru 57th 
1st thru 20th 
Ist thru 41st, 
83rd, 84th 
fmntinupd OH 
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IN THE MAILBAG 


HISTORICAL SUBJECTS 

Our nation will be 200 years old 
in 1976. So let’s stick to commem¬ 
orating the great heritage of our 
country, not boxers, ballplayers, 
musicians, etc. 

name and address 
withheld upon request 
I am all for commemorating sub¬ 
jects that have made this country 
great. Not musicians and/ or sports¬ 
men who have died in the last year 
or two. I believe a lapse in time— 
when we can make a comparison 
of these subjects with other “greats” 
from the past—should be the cri¬ 
teria. 

Anne Kacher (0359) 
Rutherford, New Jersey 
Considering the name of our 
organization, and in view of the fact 
that our country’s Bicentennial is 
in 1976, I would like to strongly 
suggest that 1975 and 1976 be set 
aside to specifically commemorate 
only those events directly related 


to this two hundred year anni¬ 
versary. 

Not having been a participant 
for the first 100 medals, I don’t 
know what duplication might 
occur, but there should be numer¬ 
ous incidents of national signifi¬ 
cance, not yet commemorated, to 
cover the medals that will be 
issued in 1975 and 1976. 

Thomas H. Mattingly (0889) 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
• A list of the first 100 NCS Com- 
memoratives is on its way to you, 
Mr. Mattingly. This list will be 
supplied free to all members 
upon request. 

NEW YORK CITY MEMBER 
NOMINATES HIS FAVORITES 

I would like to see a coin-medal 
struck in commemoration of 
“Broadway,” or, as it is known, 
“The Great White Way.” Since I 
live in New York City, and am a 
patron of the theatres and movie 
houses, I believe that we owe these 
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people something for giving us their 
talents year after year. 

The following is a list of subjects 
which I also would like to see com¬ 
memorated: Coney Island, The 
Empire State Building, Radio City 
Music Hall, The Verrazano-Nar- 
rows Bridge (longest expansion 
bridge in the world), James Cagney, 
and W. C. Fields. 

I believe that there is too much 
emphasis put on commemorating 
historical people and places. I agree, 
that we should commemorate 
places which are historical, but let’s 
not overdo it. 

In my opinion, the people and 
places I have suggested are impor¬ 
tant. If it weren’t for them. New 
York wouldn’t be New York. And 
America wouldn’t be America! 

Stephen Bitetti (0476) 
Brooklyn, New York 


PUBLIC LIBRARY CENTENNIAL 
APPROACHING 

Personally, I feel that one of the 
most widespread and culturally 
enriching resources available to 
persons throughout the United 
States is the public library. In 1976, 
this country will be celebrating the 
100th Anniversary of the founding 
of the American Library Associa¬ 
tion. Since 1976 will be the year of 
our national Bicentennial, possibly 
1977 would be a suitable time to 
honor our public library which 
serves every corner of this great 
country through the library itself, 
bookmobiles, and mail services 
to outlying areas. 

John D. Archibald (0849) 
Kenansville, North Carolina 


“NAUTILUS” NOMINATED 

I suggest a medal commemora¬ 
ting the U.S. submarine Nautilus’ 
passage beneath the North Pole. 

Launched January 21, 1954, the 
Nautilus was the world’s first 
atomic-powered submarine, and 
was the first submarine ever to 
make the transit from the Pacific 
Ocean to the Atlantic Ocean be¬ 
neath the north polar ice cap. 

William D. Moorer (1720) 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 


LOST AND STOLEN PROOFS 

(continued from page 2) 

1289 41st, 42nd 

1295 1st thru 51st 

1304 111th thru 119th 

1324 1st thru 15th 

1346 1st thru 42nd 

1455 59th thru 72nd 

1461 71st thru 74th 

1490 71st, 72nd 

1535 1st thru 25th 

1550 21st, 22nd 

1692 1st thru 16th 

1731 11th, 

51st thru 88th 
1804 51st thru 74th 

1815 70th 

1851 1st thru 21st 

1874 28th, 34th 

1965 101st thru 112th 

1968 38th thru 89th 

2000 1st thru 6th, 

9th thru 20th 
2066 8th 

2068 46th 
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2160 14th 

2211 68th, 69th 

2254 1st thru 20th 

2341 66th 

2379 1st thru 24th 

2412 1st thru 30th 

2418 1st thru 57th 

2419 1st thru 47th 

2436 73rd thru 85th 

2529 3rd thru 92nd 

2537 51st thru 87th 

2598 11th thru 20th 

2657 25th 

2672 75th thru 100th 

2696 1st thru 24th 

2760 73rd thru 77th, 

80th, 81st, 82nd 
2787 1st thru 10th 

2805 1st thru 15th 

2823 12th, 13th, 14th 

2893 1st thru 18th 

2961 73rd 

2970 1st thru 7th 

3094 46th thru 50th 

3154 9th 

3169 1st thru 10th 

3221 1st 

3238 3rd, 21st 

3300 78th thru 87th 

3316 1st thru 14th 

3390 1st thru 11th 

3406 51st thru 82nd 

3424 1st thru 39th 

3528 20th, 21st 

3619 1st thru 10th, 

12th, 13th, 14th 
3628 1st thru 50th 

3716 1st thru 108th, 

111th 

3806 11th 

3807 1st thru 57th 

3836 1st thru 114th 

3849 47th 

3870 1st thru 15th 

3891 1st thru 54th 

3905 1st thru 30th 


3948 1st thru 10th 

3956 1st thru 52nd 

3984 35th 

3986 1st thru 10th, 

21st thru 30th 
4074 1st thru 50th, 

60th, 64th, 65th, 
73rd, 74th, 75th, 
80th, 81st, 82nd 
4076 1st thru 69th 

4113 41st 

4145 1st thru 40th, 

42nd, 44th thru 
48th, 52nd, 

54th, 55th, 56th, 
59th thru 70th 
4175 59th 

4200 83rd, 84th 

4296 1st thru 10th, 

14th, 15th 

4383 1st thru 49th 

4422 51st thru 71st 

4469 24th, 31st thru 

34th 

4481 12th 

4558 24th 

4591 11th 

4660 23rd 

4721 21st thru 25th, 

31st, 33rd thru 
37th, 39th 

4743 22nd, 23rd, 24th 

4790 1st, 2nd 

4812 17th 

4856 1st thru 78th 

4974 1st thru 23rd 

5018 1st thru 4th, 

6th thru 72nd 
5068 25th 

5102 1st, 10th 

5150 31st thru 40th 

5168 1st thru 86th 

5187 1st thru 48th 

5227 14th 

5243 45th 

5252 19th 
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JANE LUNGER 
Sculptor of the NCS 
Betsy Ross and the 
First American Flag 
Coin-Medal 

Jane Lunger was born on Janu¬ 
ary 21, 1946, in Geisinger, Penn¬ 
sylvania. Her interest in art began 
to take shape at a very early age. 
When her family moved to a farm 
in southeastern Pennsylvania, 
young Jane began sketching the 
pleasures of country life. Then, 
while still in her teens, she en¬ 
tered the Hussian School of Art 
in Philadelphia, where she stud¬ 
ied for four years. 

Today, Miss Lunger is a member 
of The Franklin Mint Sculptors’ 
Studio—the first woman to achieve 
that status. She is a sensitive artist 
whose unique style has been clearly 
expressed in the medals she has 
designed and sculptured. 

Miss Lunger’s hobbies include 
gardening, cooking, sewing, refin¬ 


ishing antiques and horseback rid¬ 
ing. 

Her principal achievements in¬ 
clude: 

• Coins and Medals: Official May¬ 
ors Medals honoring Baltimore, 
Tampa, Columbus, and San An¬ 
tonio, 1971; Narrow Gauge Rail¬ 
road Centennial Medal, 1972; 
Chimney Rock Medal, Great His¬ 
toric Sites, Franklin Mint, 1972; 
Jacob Blessing the Sons of Joseph 
and The Portrait of Hendric Stoffes, 
Genius of Rembrandt Collection, 
Franklin Mint, 1973; “Breezing 
Up” Medal, 100 Greatest Master¬ 
pieces, 1973; Texas Rangers 
Medal, 1973; Country Christmas 
Medal, 1973; Egyptian Reed Ship 
Ingot, 1973; Jabotinsky Medal, 
Judaic Heritage Society, 1973; 
“Horses” Medal, Franklin Mint 
Sculptors’ Studio Collection, 
1973; Medals honoring John Quin¬ 
cy Adams, Robert Fulton, Eli 
Whitney and William Henry Har¬ 
rison, Patriots Hall of Fame, 1973; 
Mother’s Day Medal, Franklin 
Mint, 1973; Tang Dynasty Horse 
Medal, 100 Greatest Masterpieces, 
1974; Clara Barton, and Susan B. 
Anthony Medals, Patriots Hall of 
Fame, 1974; Cornelius Vanderbilt 
Medal, Gallery of Great Americans, 
1974; Kentucky Medal, Official 
Statehood Medals, 1974; Christ in 
the Storm Medal, Genius of Rem¬ 
brandt Collection, Franklin Mint, 
1974; Lindbergh Flight Medal, 
Franklin Mint History of the 
United States, 1974; Mother’s 
Day Medal, Franklin Mint, 1974; 
Rural America Medal, Postmas¬ 
ters of America, 1974; First Ken¬ 
tucky Derby Medal, Postmasters 
of America, 1974. 
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THE BETSY ROSS AND THE 
FIRST AMERICAN FLAG COIN-MEDAL 
Sculptured by Jane Lunger 

121st COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 


Elizabeth “Betsy” Griscom 
Ross was born in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, on January 1, 1752, 
and earned her place in history 
some 25 years later. While there 
has been some controversy down 
through the years concerning the 
belief that Betsy Ross actually 
sewed the first American flag, 
most historians agree that her 
identity is well established in pub¬ 
lic, government and historical 
records. 

Betsy and her seven sisters and a 
brother were educated in Society 
of Friends (Quaker) schools. On 
November 4, 1773, in Gloucester, 
New Jersey, she married J ohn Ross, 
son of an Episcopalian clergy¬ 
man: at one time assistant rector 
of Christ Church and, later, of 
Trinity Church. But the marriage 
was against her parents’ wishes. 


and against the discipline of the 
Quaker Meeting to which the 
family belonged. And so, for 
“marrying out of meeting,” she 
was disowned by the Society of 
Friends. 

Her marriage was shortlived, 
however. John Ross, having joined 
the militia at the approach of the 
Revolution, was injured gravely by 
a gunpowder explosion while 
guarding stores on the Philadelphia 
waterfront. He died on January 21, 
1776. But after his death, Betsy 
successfully carried on the up¬ 
holstery business her husband had 
established. 

According to family tradition, 
she sewed the first flag of stars 
and stripes in early June, 1776, 
for a secret committee consisting 
of George Washington, Robert 
Morris (who often put his per- 
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sonal finances behind the strug¬ 
gling patriots), and Colonel Ross, 
her husband’s uncle. 

In 1870, her grandson, William J. 
Canby, made public the family’s 
story of this committee’s visit, 
which took place during Washing¬ 
ton’s stay in Philadelphia during 
May and June, 1776. His account 
stated that she created the flag 
from a rough sketch which, on her 
suggestion, had been redrawn in 
pencil by Washington in her back 
parlor. 

There is no written record of the 
committee ordering this flag, how¬ 
ever—probably because at that time 
business was done largely by com¬ 
mittees, and some of them were 
secret. 

On June 15, 1777, Betsy married 
Joseph Ashburn in Gloria Dei (Old 
Swedes’ Church), the oldest church 
in Philadelphia. Three years later, 
in October, 1780, Ashburn sailed on 
a mission from which he never 
returned. He was captured on the 
high seas by the British and in¬ 
terned at Old Mill Prison in Ply¬ 
mouth, England. There he died, 
on March 3, 1782. 

John Claypoole, a friend of both 
Betsy and Ashburn, had preceded 
him in this prison, and it was to 
him that Ashburn entrusted his last 
message for Betsy. On June 22, 
1782, Claypoole sailed from En¬ 
gland on the Symmetry along with 
several hundred other exchange 
prisoners, reaching America about 
two months later and delivering 
Ashburn’s message to Betsy. Clay¬ 
poole returned to his life at sea that 
fall and winter, but in the follow¬ 


ing spring, on May 8, 1783, he and 
Betsy were married. 

Claypoole was also of Quaker 
descent, and later on he and Betsy 
joined the Free Quakers, a group- 
formed by the hundreds of Friends 
disowned during the war—which 
permitted war in self-defense and 
also permitted marrying “out of 
meeting.” The Claypooles lived for 
a while at 239 Arch Street and 
later on at South Front Street. 

Throughout, Betsy had a very 
profitable business. Her patrons in¬ 
cluded not only the United States 
government, but also merchants, 
ship owners, clubs, and civic and 
patriotic organizations. 

After Claypoole’s death, in 1817, 
she continued the business until 
about 1827, when her daughter, 
Clarissa Wilson, took over and car¬ 
ried on until 1857. Of Betsy’s two 
daughters by Ashburn, one died in 
infancy, and of her five daughters 
by Claypoole, four lived to ma¬ 
turity. Betsy Ross herself died in 
Philadelphia on January 30, 1836. 

After diligent research through 
government and historical records, 
the American Flag House and 
Betsy Ross Memorial Association, 
incorporated in 1898, accepted the 
Betsy Ross story. In 1941, they 
offered the Flag House at 239 Arch 
Street to the city of Philadelphia. 
It was accepted by ordinance of the 
City Council on May 26,1941. And 
on January 1, 1952, a three-cent 
postage stamp was issued by the 
United States government in com¬ 
memoration of the 200th anniver¬ 
sary of Betsy Ross’ birth. 

It was a fitting tribute to an 
outstanding American woman. 
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September, 1974 


UNITED STATES ARMY BICENTENNIAL 
SELECTED AS 130th COMMEMORATIVE 


A Commemorative in Honor of 
States Army has been selected by 
the 130th NCS Commemorative— 
the 30th issue in Series III. This 
commemorative is scheduled to 
be issued in May, 1975. 

The final count of votes cast on 
last month’s ballot was: 

A Commemorative in Honor of 
the 200th Anniversary of the 

United States Army .1046 

A Commemorative in Honor of 
the 200th Anniversary of the 

Capture of Fort Ticonderoga.961 

A Commemorative Tribute to 

George Dewey.845 

A Memorial Tribute to 
Earl Warren .479 

The two new subjects added to 
the ballot this month, each of 
which was duly nominated and 
seconded, are: 

A Commemorative in Honor of 
the 200th Anniversary of the 
Battle of Bunker Hill 
A Memorial Tribute to 
Charles A. Lindbergh 

The current ballot is for the 
131st NCS Commemorative (the 


the 200th Anniversary of the United 
NCS members to be the subject of 


thirty-first commemorative in 
Series III), which is scheduled to 
be issued in June, 1975. This bal¬ 
lot must be received at NCS 
headquarters by October 15 to be 
included in the count. 

REMINDER: QUARTERLY 
DISPLAY CONTEST CLOSES 
OCTOBER 10 

The deadline for submitting 
entries in the current Quarterly 
Display Contest is October 10. 
The Quarterly Prize of $250 will 
be awarded to the NCS member 
who submits a photograph of the 
most interesting display of NCS 
material exhibited at some time 
during the months of July, August 
or September, 1974. The winner 
of this Quarterly Contest then 
becomes eligible to win an Hon¬ 
orary Lifetime Membership in 
NCS by having his exhibit chosen 
the “Best of 1974.” 






FIVE-MEDAL PLAQUES 
STILL AVAILABLE 

In response to many recent in¬ 
quiries, we are happy to report 
that NCS wall plaques holding 
five medals are still available. 
The plaques (see picture below) 
are made of red Lucite and are 
individually produced for NCS by 
Capital Plastics. Plastic rings, 
suitable for wall mounting, are 
included free of charge with all 
plaques ordered. 

These 6" x 8" plaques are still 
priced at $8.50 each. 

INVENTORY SUGGESTED 

We would like each NCS mem¬ 
ber to take an inventory of his 


present collection. If any acces¬ 
sory items, such as nameplates, 
coin holders, etc., are missing or 
defective, notify NCS and we will 
replace the missing items at no 
charge. 

Also, if there are any problems 
or questions which you might 
have, please let us know about 
them. We want each and every 
NCS member to be 100% satisfied 
with his NCS collection. 

COMMEMORATIVES IN 
THE WORKS 

No. 123—October, 1974 
Christopher Columbus 
Sculptor—Philip Nathan 

(continued on page 5) 




* IN THE MAILBAG 


THOMAS PAINE PLACED 
IN NOMINATION 

I wish to place in nomination 
Citizen Thomas Paine. I am at¬ 
taching hereto what the nation s 
leaders of Colonial Times thought 
of him; also excerpts from his vari¬ 


ous papers. 

Thomas Paine arrived in this 
country on November 30, 1774, 
with a letter of introduction from 
Benjamin Franklin, who was then 
the representative of the Colonies 
in England. ’ 

I am quite sure that Mr. r. r. 
Rogers (1463), Newport Beach, 
California, would second this 
nomination. 

I sincerely trust that this nomina¬ 
tion will be seriously considered. 

Harry N. Sturrock (1420) 


VALUABLE GIFTS 

We have received the very hand¬ 
some Sterling Silver Proof No. 1 
of the 116th Commemorative 


Coin-Medal, issued in honor of 
Eli Whitney. 

Please thank the Board of Trus¬ 
tees of The National Historical 
Foundation for this valuable gift, 
which will be placed with other 
commemorative coin-medals 
which you have so generously given 
in the past. 

Please extend our congratula¬ 
tions to Mr. Theodore Barbarossa 
for a beautiful job of sculpturing 
the Eli Whitney Commemorative. 

J. H. Elliott, Jr. 

Director 
Atlanta Museum, Inc. 

Atlanta, Georgia 


• The Atlanta Museum has re¬ 
cently received Sterling Silver 
Proof No. 1 of the Eli Whitney 
Commemorative. 

Sterling Silver Proof No. 1 of the 
John Philip Sousa Commemora¬ 
tive has arrived at our museum. 
We wish to thank The National 
Historical Foundation for present- 
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ing us with such a valuable piece. 

The exquisite design on the re¬ 
verse certainly expresses the 
spirit of march music. We shall dis¬ 
play it proudly in the Museum, as 
John Philip Sousa was definitely 
“The March King” of all time. 

Again, we wish to thank you for 
your kind consideration. 

Arthur H. Sanders 
Director 
The Musical Museum 
Deansboro, New York 
• Sterling Silver Proof No. 1 of the 
John Philip Sousa Commemorative 
has been awarded to The Musical 
Museum. 


VARIETY OF SUBJECT 
MATTER SUGGESTED 

In reply to letters published in 
recent newsletters from G. L. 
Blood (2784), Donald Seaman 
(0468) and Donald Ober (4771), 
I would like to give my views. 

Limiting our beautiful com¬ 
memorative medals to only his¬ 
torical events, places, etc., makes 
it appear that G. L. Blood could be 
missing the point given in her 
own letter, “. . . and people who 
have contributed so much in mak¬ 
ing this the greatest nation in the 
world.” Historical events and the 
people associated with these 
events are not the only things that 
contributed to our great nation. 

What do you say of people like 
the late musicians Louis Arm¬ 
strong and Duke Ellington (men¬ 
tioned simply because of their 
recent deaths)? These two individ¬ 
uals gave so much—to all people 
—everywhere! How do you then 


compare the historical value of 
Mt. Vernon to the beauty these 
gentlemen left us? And why 
should we not commemorate those 
composers who created this beauty, 
as well as we do a house—lovely 
as it is? 

In reply to H. J. Scott’s (3273) 
letter, I’d love some bicentennial 
commemoratives. But how many 
other organizations are issuing 
such items? Besides, I don’t belong 
to any other organization—only 
NCS—so I won’t be receiving any 
duplicated material. 

In closing, my point is this: keep 
the nominations coming—whether 
it be historical, scientific. Presiden¬ 
tial, or whatever. Just as it took 
many people from many lands to 
make our country the greatest and 
best on earth, so it took many types 
of events to make our heritage and 
legacy great. 

Please do not limit our lovely 
commemoratives to just one phase 
of life. 

Allen D. Berglund (1024) 
Bellevue, Nebraska 


FAVORS TWO MEDALS 
EACH MONTH 

NCS commemoratives are so 
beautiful that I look forward with 
extreme eagerness to receiving 
my proof each month. 

Would it be possible to issue 
two each month, instead of just 
one? There are so many signif¬ 
icant events and important indi¬ 
viduals that deserve commemo¬ 
ration. 

J. D. Troyer (3059) 
Escondido, California 
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SMITHSONIAN FOUNDER 
NOMINATED 

I would like to nominate James 
Smithson as a subject for a future 
NCS medal. Smithson himself 
had never been to America, had 
no friends in America, nor any 
known American friends abroad, 
but in 1835 he bequeathed the 
whole of his property ($508,318.46) 
“to the United States of America, 
to found at Washington, under 
the name of the Smithsonian In¬ 
stitution, an establishment for the 
increase and diffusion of knowl¬ 
edge among men.” 

In other words, James Smith¬ 
son’s will was the beginning of 
the Smithsonian Institution—one 
of the world’s greatest museum 
complexes. 

Dennis J. Sabo (0342) 
Trenton, New Jersey 

STATES OF THE UNION 
SUGGESTED 

In my opinion, it would be ap¬ 
propriate at this time for The Na¬ 
tional Commemorative Society to 
issue a 50 medal series honoring 
the 50 States. This would, of course, 
be in addition to the present series. 

Joseph J. Fulir (3763) 
Windber, Pennsylvania 

QUARTERLY EXHIBIT CONTEST 
WINNERS VOICE THANKS 

What can you say to a Society 
that provides its members with 
the opportunity to enter and win 
the Quarterly NCS Exhibit Con¬ 
tests, with a possible further award 
of a life membership? 

My sincere thanks to The Na¬ 


tional Commemorative Society for 
judging my display as the winner of 
the First Quarterly NCS Exhibit 
contest of 1974. 

Thomas Masters (4894) 
London, Ontario 
I want to thank The National 
Commemorative Society for nam¬ 
ing my exhibit the winner of the 
Second Quarterly NCS Exhibit 
Contest. 

But this effort of mine could not 
have been accomplished without 
Mr. Alistair Cooke’s desire to edu¬ 
cate the American public in the his¬ 
tory of the United States. As such, 

I would like to nominate Mr. 
Cooke as the subject of a future 
commemorative. 

Mike Wickstrom (2618) 
Newark, California 


IN THE WORKS 

(continued from page 2) 

No. 124—November, 1974 

Independence Hall 

Sculptor—Daniel Caimi 

No. 125- December, 1974 

Amelia Earhart 

Sculptor—Caesar Rufo 

No. 126—January, 1975 

Alvin York and Audie Murphy 

Sculptor—Edward Grove 

No. 127—February, 1975 

Mount Vernon 

Sculptor—Vincent Miller 

No. 128—March, 1975 

Bicentennial of Paul Revere’s Ride 

Sculptor—James Berry 

No. 129—April, 1975 

Lexington and Concord 

Bicentennial 

Sculptor—to be announced 
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KAREN WORTH 
Sculptor of the NCS 
Thomas “Stonewall” 
Jackson 

Sesquicentennial 

Coin-Medal 

Karen Worth was born March 
9, 1924, in Philadelphia, Pennsyl¬ 
vania. She was educated in Phil¬ 
adelphia Tyler Art School, Tem¬ 
ple University, and the Academy 
of Fine Arts and later in Paris, 
France, at Academie de la Grande 
Chaumier. During World War 11 
she joined the army, and re¬ 
ceived commendations for her 
work in rehabilitation at Drew 
Field Regional Hospital. A Fellow 
of the National Sculpture Society, 
she is also a member of the Arch¬ 
itectural League and co-chairman 
of sculptors at the Pen and 
Brush Club. Mrs. Worth is be¬ 
coming recognized, as well, in 
the fields of photography and 
poetry. Her husband, George, is 
a four-time Olympic fencer. The 
Worths reside in Orangeburg, 
New York. 


Her principal achievements in¬ 
clude: 

• Coins and Medals: Adlai Stev¬ 
enson, Medallic Art Company, 
1966; Touch of Immortality, Fed¬ 
eration of Jewish Agencies, 1966; 
Spirit of the Space Age, Society 
of Medalists, 1963; Benjamin 
Franklin Coin-Medal, National 
Commemorative Society, 1966; 
the Marquis de Lafayette Coin- 
Medal, International Fraternal 
Commemorative Society, 1967; 
Apollo 8 Moon Flight Coin- 
Medal, National Commemorative 
Society, 1969; Wars of the Roses 
Commemorative, Britannia Com¬ 
memorative Society, 1971; Cath¬ 
erine the Great and Louisa May 
Alcott Commemoratives, Societe 
Commemorative de Femmes Cel- 
ebres, 1970, 1973; various medals, 
Medallic History of the Jewish 
People, and the complete series, 
Medallic History of the Jews of 
America, Judaic Heritage Society, 
1969 to date. 

• Sculpture: Dancing Child, 
1946; John F. Kennedy, 1965; 
Theodore Herzl and Dr. Chaim 
Weizmann, Israel; Winston 
Churchill Bronze, Churchill Free¬ 
dom Foundation, 1965. 

• Awards: Ceramic Sculpture of 
Western Hemisphere, Philadel¬ 
phia Art Alliance, 1941; Lindsey 
Morris Memorial Prize, Allied 
Artists (National Academy), 1959; 
Founders Prize, Pen and Brush, 
1961; Silver Medal, Pen and 
Brush, 1962; Society of Medal¬ 
ists, 1963; Mrs. Louis Bennett 
Prize, National Sculpture Society, 
1963; Best Fund Award, Feder¬ 
ation of Jewish Agencies, 1971. 


NEWSLETTER • SEPTEMBER 



THE THOMAS “STONEWALL” JACKSON 
SESQUICENTENNIAL COIN-MEDAL 
Sculptured by Karen Worth 


122nd COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 


Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson 
was born January 21, 1824, in 
Clarksburg, Virginia (now West 
Virginia). He had little oppor¬ 
tunity for formal education in his 
early years, but received an ap¬ 
pointment to the U.S. Military 
academy at West Point in 1842. 
After a slow start, he graduated 
17th in his class, and was com¬ 
missioned as a second lieutenant 
of artillery. 

His first assignment in the 
Confederate cause was to fortify 
and hold the small command at 
Harpers Ferry, where the Shen¬ 
andoah River flows into the Po¬ 
tomac. Later, when General 
Joseph E. Johnston took over the 
Confederate forces in the valley, 
with Jackson commanding one of 
the brigades, he withdrew to a 
more defensible position at Win¬ 


chester. 

In July, 1861, the Union in¬ 
vasion of Virginia began, and 
Jackson’s brigade moved with 
others of Johnston’s army to 
unite with General P. G. Beaure¬ 
gard on the field of Bull Run (the 
battle of Manassas) in time to 
meet the advance of General 
Irvin McDowell’s Union army. It 
was his heroic stand in that bat¬ 
tle that won him his famous nick¬ 
name of “Stonewall.” 

The spring of 1862 found Jack- 
son again in the Shenandoah Val¬ 
ley, where his diversionary tactics 
prevented reinforcements from 
being sent to General George B. 
McClellan in the Peninsula cam¬ 
paign against Richmond and 
possibly accounted for the failure 
of that campaign. 
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Next, Jackson quickly turned 
his attention to the southern end 
of the valley, defeating the Union 
forces at Cross Keys on June 8, 
and at Port Republic the follow¬ 
ing day. Lee then summoned 
Jackson to Richmond to envelop 
the right wing of McClellan’s 
army. But Jackson arrived a day 
late, and lost some of his reputa¬ 
tion for effectiveness—possibly 
because of lack of experience in 
such a large-scale action. Still, 
McClellan was beaten back, and 
was ordered to evacuate the Pen¬ 
insula. 

Lee at once joined Jackson 
against the Union army re¬ 
grouping under General John 
Pope. He sent Jackson in a wide 
encircling movement to attack 
Pope’s rear flank, thus bringing 
on the second battle of Bull Run 
in which Pope was soundly 
beaten. 

Lee next crossed the Potomac, 
“liberating” Maryland. To pro¬ 
tect Richmond, he detached Jack- 
son to capture Harpers Ferry, 
which he did on September 13, 
14 and 15, in time to rejoin Lee 
at Antietam. 

After his return to Virginia, 
Lee divided his army into two 
corps, General James Longstreet 
commanding the 1st and Jackson, 
promoted to lieutenant general, 
the 2nd. In December, Jackson 
was in command of the Confed¬ 
erate right wing at Fredericks¬ 
burg, Virginia, when General 
A. E. Burnside’s rash attack was 
easily repulsed. 

In April, General Joseph 
Hooker, Burnside’s successor, at¬ 


tempted to turn the Confederate 
position on the Rappahannock. 
There, the seemingly invincible 
team of Lee and Jackson made 
its boldest move. Leaving a small 
detachment to meet the Union 
forces on the Rappahannock, Lee 
moved his main body, including 
Jackson’s corps, to meet Hooker’s 
threatened envelopment in the 
woods of Chancellorsville. He 
then divided his army again, 
keeping only 10,000 men to dem¬ 
onstrate against Hooker’s front, 
and he sent Jackson with his 
whole corps to move secretly 
around Hooker’s right. The maneu¬ 
ver was completely successful. 
On the evening of May 2, Jack- 
son rolled up the flank of the 
unsuspecting Union troops. 

But then, in the moment of 
victory, tragedy struck. Jackson, 
who had ridden forward to or¬ 
ganize the pursuit, was shot down 
in the dusk by his own men, 
mortally wounded. He died on 
May 10 and his place was never 
filled. Lee had indeed lost his 
right arm. 

That he was the ablest of Rob¬ 
ert E. Lee’s generals is rarely 
questioned. The qualities of the 
two men complemented each 
other. Jackson combined a deep 
religious fervor with a fiercely 
aggressive fighting spirit. He was 
a stern disciplinarian, but his 
subordinates and men trusted 
him and fought well under his 
leadership. Most of all, he was a 
master of rapid movement and 
surprise tactics. One of the great 
military leaders of the Confed¬ 
erate cause. 
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THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY, BOX 100, LANSDOWNE, PENNA, 19050 


Volume 13 - Number 3 


October, 1974 


THIRD QUARTERLY NCS EXHIBIT 
CONTEST WON BY JOHN STADNYK 

A superb display of NCS coin-medals (see picture on next page) built 
by John Stadnyk of Alpine, California, has won First Prize in the Third 


Quarterly NCS Exhibit Contest 
of 1974. Mr. Stadnyk thus wins 
a cash prize of $250 and a 
handsome gold-plated trophy. 

Constructed of wrought iron and 
tubular steel, Mr. Stadnyk’s dis¬ 
play features those NCS commem¬ 
orative medals honoring former 
American Presidents. On August 
19, 1974, his display was exhibited 
in a non-competitive category at 
the La mesa Numismatic Club in 
Lamesa, California. It received 
many compliments from those in 
attendance. 

The Fourth Quarterly NCS Ex¬ 
hibit Contest of 1974 is now under 
way. Entries may be exhibited any 
time between October 1 and De¬ 
cember 31, 1974. A $250 cash prize 
and a gold-plated trophy will be 
given for the best NCS exhibit dis¬ 
played during this period. 

One of the year’s four quarterly 
winners will then be awarded an 
Honorary Lifetime Membership in 


NCS for the exhibit judged “Best 
of 1974." 

CHARLES A. LINDBERGH 
MEMORIAL SELECTED 
BY NCS MEMBERS FOR 
131st COMMEMORATIVE 

A Memorial Tribute to Charles 
A. Lindbergh has been selected by 
NCS members to be the subject of 
the 131st NCS Commemorative— 
the 31st Issue in Series III. This 
commemorative is scheduled to be 
issued in June, 1975. 

The final count of votes cast on 
last month’s ballot was: 


A Memorial Tribute to 

Charles A. Lindbergh . 1081 

A Commemorative in Honor of 
the 200th Anniversary of the 

Battle of Bunker Hill. 842 

A Commemorative in Honor of 
the 200th Anniversary of the 

Capture of Fort Ticonderoga . 791 

A Commemorative Tribute to 
George Dewey . 523 









The two new subjects added to 
the ballot this month, each of 
which was duly nominated and sec¬ 
onded, are: 

A Commemorative in Honor of 
the 200th Anniversary of the 
Second Continental Congress 
A Commemorative Tribute to 
Ethan Allen 

The current ballot is for the 
132nd NCS Commemorative (the 
thirty-second Commemorative in 
Series III), which is scheduled to 
be issued in July, 1975. This ballot 
must be received at NCS head¬ 
quarters by November 15 to be 
included in the count. 

COMMEMORATIVES IN 
THE WORKS 

No. 124—November, 1974 
Independence Hall 
Sculptor—Daniel Caimi 


No. 125—December, 1974 
Amelia Ear hart 
Sculptor—Caesar Rufo 
No. 126—January, 1975 
Alvin York and Audie Murphy 
Sculptor— Ed ward Grove 

No. 127—February, 1975 
Mount Vernon 
Sculptor—Vincent Miller 

No. 128—March, 1975 
Bicentennial of Paul Revere’s Ride 
Sculptor—James Berry 

No. 129—April, 1975 
Lexington and Concord 
Bicentennial 

Sculptor—to be announced 
No. 130—May, 1975 
United States Army Bicentennial 
Sculptor—to be announced 



John Stadnyk won $250 for this display of NCS coin-medals. 
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JACKSON ISSUE 
ADMIRED 

If General “Stonewall” Jackson 
were alive today, he would be 
grateful to Karen Worth. The por¬ 
trait on our Society’s “Stonewall” 
Jackson Sesquicentennial Com¬ 
memorative is beautiful, and vir¬ 
tually breathes character. On the 
reverse, the rearing horse is a live 
animal. The saber flashing above 
the letter is a daring concept and 
sets the scene on fire. Tell Mrs. 
Worth I congratulate her, and 
thank her for a fine work of art. 

Now, I would like to suggest a 
subject for a future medal and also, 
prematurely, offer an objection 
which may never become necessary. 

I wish to nominate the late 
Charles A. Lindbergh—the ardent 
conservationist who did so much 
for endangered wildlife—as the 
subject of a future NCS com¬ 
memorative. I think these accom¬ 


plishments meant more to him 
and to Mrs. Lindbergh than his 
fame as an aviation pioneer. 

My objection refers to the possi¬ 
bility that the Board might schedule 
a medal, without membership vote, 
for the late Earl Warren. 

The Betsy Ross and the First 
American Flag Commemorative is 
outstanding. I want to congratulate 
Jane Lunger who has created a 
beautiful, sensitive, intelligently 
conceived work of art. 

As time passes, the medals con¬ 
tinue to get better and better. 

H. G. Rogers (0189) 
San Mateo, California 
• Mr. Rogers, you will be happy to 
know that a Memorial Tribute to 
Charles A. Lindbergh has been se¬ 
lected as the subject of the 131st 
NCS Commemorative. Earl Warren 
finished last in the balloting for the 
subject of the 130th Commemora¬ 
tive, and so was dropped from the 
ballot. 
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HISTORY—MADE EASY 

For such a long time, I have been 
wanting to write and tell you how 
much 1 enjoy reading the sculptors’ 
biographies in our monthly news¬ 
letters, as well as the articles on 
the subjects being commemorated. 
There must be a great deal of re¬ 
search required for both of these 
write-ups. 

I believe that I have learned more 
history from my membership in The 
National Commemorative Society 
than I ever learned in school. 
And this, without any effort! 

I exhibited my collection for the 
first time in August at the 83rd 
American Numismatic Association 
Convention in Bal Harbour, Flor¬ 
ida, and it was such fun! I received 
a rating of 82, which I am told is 
very good, especially for the first 
time. 

Mrs. Violet M. Creamer (3742) 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 


MECKLENBURG DECLARATION 
OF INDEPENDENCE 
NOMINATED 

Many United States citizens have 
never heard of the Mecklenburg 
Declaration of Independence signed 
at Charlotte, North Carolina on 
May 20th 1775, the date that today 
appears on the state seal and flag 
of North Carolina. This was a pred¬ 
ecessor to the Declaration of Inde¬ 
pendence signed at Philadelphia 
over a year later. 

I feel the Society would be very 
wise to issue a commemorative 
medal honoring the 200th Anni¬ 
versary of the signing of the Meck¬ 
lenburg Declaration. So 1 hereby 


place this subject in nomination for 
the consideration of the members 
of The National Commemorative 
Society. 

Ronald E. Ritch (2436) 
Charlotte, North Carolina 


GOLD MEDALS WILL 
SOON BE POSSIBLE 

A few months back I put forth 
the idea of a gold medal to com¬ 
memorate our nation’s 200th birth¬ 
day. At the time it seemed impos¬ 
sible. But now that U. S. citizens 
will be able to own gold next year, 
all is not lost. 

The July 1976 issue should be 
one of distinction and pride, and I 
would, therefore, like to see the 
symbol of America—the Bald Eagle 
—grace this medal. Perhaps the 
great Gilroy Roberts could design 
and sculpt that issue, featuring the 
American symbol that will be omit¬ 
ted from our Bicentennial coinage. 

Let us not waste time. It is not 
as far away as you think. Let’s de¬ 
cide as soon as possible. The floor 
is open for comments. 

George J. Chonko (0546) 
Tomkins Cove, New York 


COLORADO CENTENNIAL 
SUGGESTED 

I would like to nominate the cen¬ 
tennial of Colorado (1876) for com¬ 
memoration in 1976. Colorado is 
the only state celebrating its centen¬ 
nial in the same year that our 
nation will celebrate its 200th anni¬ 
versary. 

John F. Manley (1084) 
Pueblo, Colorado 
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NATHAN HALE REMEMBERED 

I thought the NCS members 
might be interested in some addi¬ 
tional information on Nathan Hale, 
the subject of our 64th NCS Com¬ 
memorative. 

Young people loved Nathan Hale, 
with his engaging manners, and 
when commissioned a first lieuten¬ 
ant by the Connecticut General 
Assembly, and without any pre¬ 
vious military experience, he had 
no trouble recruiting a company, 
and hurried off to Boston in July 
1775 to join Washington’s Con¬ 
tinental Army. 

On New Year’s Day 1776, he was 
promoted to Captain. After the 
battle of Long Island, when Wash¬ 
ington desperately needed informa¬ 
tion about the enemy’s next move, 
Captain Hale volunteered for the 
dangerous spying task with these 
words: “1 am not influenced by the 
expectation of promotion or of 
pecuniary reward: I wish to be use¬ 
ful, and every kind of service nec¬ 
essary to the public good, becomes 
honorable by being necessary.” 

On September 21, 1776, with 
mission accomplished, and within 
sight of his own lines, he was chal¬ 
lenged by a British sentry and taken 
before General Howe. Sketches of 
military fortifications with mar¬ 
ginal Latin notations were found 
hidden beneath the inner-soles of 
his shoes which, together with his 
Yale diploma, made his captors 
suspicious. 

Hale then volunteered his name, 
rank and object behind their lines; 
and he was ordered executed in the 
morning without trial. 


At 11 o’clock on Sunday morn¬ 
ing, Captain Hale was hanged. The 
condemned man carried himself 
with a composure that brought sur¬ 
prise, which, by virtue of his gentle 
dignity, turned to admiration in the 
eyes of several of the Redcoated 
bystanders. 

Captain John Montresor, an en¬ 
gineer in His Majesty’s forces, 
attracted at first by the technique 
of the Hale drawings and then 
touched by the man’s demeanor, 
came out under a flag of truce and 
quoted Nathan Hale’s final words 
to Captain William Hull (a class¬ 
mate at Yale) and Captain Alex¬ 
ander Hamilton: “I only regret that 
I have but one life to lose for my 
country.” The British officer also 
told how Captain Nathan Hale bore 
himself with a calm, gentle dignity 
in a conscious rectitude of high 
intentions. 

Here are two additional locations 
of statues of this young American 
patriot: in the garden at the re¬ 
stored Hale Homestead at Coven¬ 
try, Connecticut, is a replica of the 
model 30" bronze by Bela Lyon 
Pratt; and a lifesize bronze stands 
on the City Hall square in New 
York City. 

Also, Fort Nathan Hale at New 
Haven, Connecticut, is now being 
restored as an historic landmark 
through the efforts and research of 
another young man—Leonard E. 
Adams who accidentally rediscov¬ 
ered the site and found its reclama¬ 
tion and preservation possible. 

name and address 
withheld upon request 
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PHILIP NATHAN 
Sculptor of the NCS 
Christopher Columbus 
Coin-Medal 

Philip Nathan was born in Sur¬ 
rey, England, on August 20, 1941. 
He attended Guildford Art 
School, where he studied sculp¬ 
ture under Michael Rizzello, one 
of the world’s foremost contem¬ 
porary sculptor-medallists. From 
Guildford, Mr. Nathan won a 
place at the Royal Academy 
Schools in London. He graduated 
three years later and accepted 
employment at the Royal Mint 
which was offered to him in his 
last term at the Academy. Dur¬ 
ing his time at the Royal Mint, he 
produced numerous works. He is 
now an Associate of the Royal So¬ 
ciety of British Sculptors, A.R.B.S. 

After having spent several years 
in the United States, Mr. Nathan, 
his wife Charlotte, and their two 
young children returned to Great 
Britain. They now reside in his na¬ 
tive Surrey. 

Apart from sculpture, Mr. Na¬ 


than has a keen interest in classi¬ 
cal music and the theatre. 

His principal achievements in¬ 
clude: 

• Coins and Medals: Provincial 
Police Award Medal, Sir Eric St. 
Johnston and the National Associa¬ 
tion of Chief Police Officers, 1966; 
Westminster Hospital Centennial 
Medal, Royal Mint, 1966; Portrait 
of King Hussein, Jordanian Coin¬ 
age, Royal Mint, 1967; State of 
Botswana Great Seal, Royal Mint, 
1967; Commedia Dell’ Arte Medal, 
Bellairs Studio of Dance and Dra¬ 
ma, 1967; Numerous medals for 
The Franklin Mint History of the 
United States; many commemora¬ 
tive pieces for The Franklin Mint, 
1968-1973; Queen Elizabeth I 
Commemorative, Britannia Com¬ 
memorative Society, 1969; Ulysses 
S. Grant Commemorative, Na¬ 
tional Commemorative Society, 
1970; John J. Pershing Commem¬ 
orative, International Fraternal 
Commemorative Society, 1970; Ira 
Aldridge Commemorative, Amer¬ 
ican Negro Commemorative So¬ 
ciety, 1972; Maria Mitchell Com¬ 
memorative, Societe Commemora¬ 
tive de Femmes Celebres, 1973; 
Complete coinage of Barbados, 
1973; All 38 of The Shakespeare 
Medals, The Royal Shakespeare 
Theatre, 1971-1974. 

• Sculpture-. Terra Cotta group 
“Bathers,” private collection, Sus¬ 
sex, England, 1965; “Equestrian,” 
private collection, Surrey, England, 
1966; Fibre bronze relief facade, 
Bellairs Studio of Dance and Dra¬ 
ma, 1968; Portrait of daughter Lara, 
1969. 
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THE CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS COIN-MEDAL 
Sculptured by Philip Nathan 

123rd COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 


Christopher Columbus, son of a 
weaver, was born in or near Genoa, 
sometime around the year 1451. He 
appears to have spent much of his 
youth working at his father’s trade. 

In his early twenties, Columbus 
began to make voyages: to Mar¬ 
seille, to Tunis, and, in 1476, one 
intended for Flanders and Eng¬ 
land that got no farther than Cape 
St. Vincent. The ship in which 
Columbus sailed—presumably as a 
deckhand—was sunk by French pri¬ 
vateers. 

Though not a professional sea¬ 
man, Columbus acquired extensive 
seagoing experience. By 1492, he 
was fully prepared to “discover 
islands and mainlands in the Ocean 
Sea.” 

Through the financial assistance 
of King Ferdinand and Queen Is¬ 
abella of Spain, Columbus assem¬ 
bled three vessels—the famed Nina, 


Pinta and Santa Maria —and a crew 
of 90. His first transatlantic voy¬ 
age can be followed in some detail 
from his own journal. The outward 
passage, apart from its alarming 
distance out of sight of land, was 
prosperous. A stop was made at 
Gomera, in the Canary Islands, for 
wood and water and some refitting. 

His course from the Canaries 
lay due west, with an alteration to 
west-southwest 31 days out. He was 
thus in the most northerly latitude 
in which, in late summer, the north¬ 
east trade wind can be expected. 
In that latitude it is, indeed, some¬ 
what unreliable. (Discovering this, 
Columbus made his later passages 
considerably farther south, and this 
became the normal practice for 
Spanish explorers.) 

In 1492, however, he was fortu¬ 
nate. He had a fair wind nearly all 
the way out, and he missed the late 
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summer hurricanes. On October 12, 
after 33 days of uneventful sailing, 
with nothing but gulfweed and birds 
to encourage them, they sighted 
one of the outlying cays of what is 
now the Bahama Islands. 

The ships anchored at dawn, and 
Columbus went ashore, bearing the 
royal standard of Castile. Naming 
the island San Salvador, he sol¬ 
emnly took possession for his pa¬ 
trons, the King and Queen of 
Spain. 

On the return passage in the 
Nina, Columbus made another im¬ 
portant discovery. To get clear of 
the islands, he had to stand far to 
the north, beating against the trade 
wind. Around the latitude of Ber¬ 
muda, he found a westerly wind 
and ran down before it to the 
Azores. This, like the trade-wind 
passage out, became standard Span¬ 
ish practice. Then, however, he ran 
into heavy weather, became sep¬ 
arated from the Pinta, and was 
obliged to put in for shelter, first 
in the Azores and then in the Tagus 
River at Lisbon. 

There, the Portuguese authorities 
demanded an explanation of his 
activities. They were skeptical of his 
story and contemptuous of his geo¬ 
graphical reasoning. On the other 
hand, with a valuable and vulner¬ 
able trade monopoly in West Africa, 
and with an expedition to India 
under discussion, they were sus¬ 
picious of all Spanish maritime 
activity in the Atlantic. As a result, 
the Portuguese ruler, John II de¬ 
cided to lay claim to Columbus’ 
discoveries—on the ground that 
came within the provisions of the 
Treaty of Alcacovas of 1479. With 


that warning, he allowed Columbus 
to proceed to Spain. 

The Spanish court was at Bar¬ 
celona, and there, Columbus—who 
had already sent letters overland 
from Lisbon—received a hero’s wel¬ 
come. 

Returning three more times to 
the New World, he brought back a 
great deal of valuable information— 
and a rich supply of gold. 

His later years, however, were 
often troubled, and though he was 
not in poverty, he did fade to a life 
of comparative obscurity and dis¬ 
content. He died at Valladolid on 
May 20, 1506. 

Columbus’ greatest achievement, 
of course, was his initial discovery 
of the New World—the event which 
led to the entire exploration and 
settlement of the Americas. Yet 
he also discovered the best way to 
make use of the North Atlantic 
wind system for transatlantic sail¬ 
ing, began the European settlement 
of the West Indies, discovered the 
continental coast of South America, 
explored the western Caribbean, 
and revealed its landlocked outline. 
In addition, he was the first to note 
the Equatorial Current and he made 
the first known observations of 
westerly compass variation. 

Moreover, his achievements 
were his own. He had loyal friends 
and capable lieutenants, but no 
intimate partners. He was a self- 
taught and persuasive geographi¬ 
cal theorist, a bold explorer, a ca¬ 
pable sea commander, and a care¬ 
ful and accurate navigator. He 
well deserves the acclaim still 
given to his name. 
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BATTLE OF BUNKER HILL BICENTENNIAL 
SELECTED AS 132nd NCS COMMEMORATIVE 


A Commemorative in Honor of the 200th Anniversary of the Battle 
of Bunker Hill has been selected by NCS members to be the subject of 
the 132nd NCS Commemorative 
—the 32nd issue in Series III. This 


commemorative is scheduled to 
be issued in July, 1975. 

The final count of votes cast on 
last month’s ballot was: 



The two new subjects added to 
the ballot this month, each of 
which was duly nominated and 





The current ballot is for the 
133rd NCS Commemorative (the 
thirty-third Commemorative in 
Series III), which is scheduled to 
be issued in August, 1975. This 
ballot must be received at NCS 
headquarters by December 15 to 
be included in the count. 

COMMEMORATIVES IN 
THE WORKS 

No. 125—December, 1974 
Amelia Ear hart 
Sculptor—Caesar Rufo 
No. 126—January, 1975 
Alvin York and Audie Murphy 
Sculptor—Edward Grove 
No. 127—February, 1975 
Mount Vernon 
Sculptor—Vincent Miller 
No. 128—March, 1975 
Bicentennial of Paul Revere’s Ride 
Sculptor—James Berry 







No. 129—April, 1975 
Lexington and Concord 
Bicentennial 

Sculptor—Ernest Schroeder 

No. 130—May, 1975 

United States Army Bicentennial 

Sculptor—Lewis King 

No. 131—June, 1975 

Charles A. Lindbergh Memorial 

Sculptor—Hal Reed 


0333 

0359 

0371 

0376 

0382 

0388 

0470 

0476 

0534 

0574 

0576 

0595 


LOST AND STOLEN PROOFS 

Here is the latest cumulative 
list of lost and stolen NCS proofs. 
If you come across any of these 
proofs, please communicate im¬ 
mediately with NCS. 


Membership No. Proop 


0012 1st 

0027 1st thru 74th 

0074 6th 

0106 6th 

0130 2nd, 4th 

0131 1st 

0141 2nd thru 92nd 

0155 25th, 26th 

0185 1st thru 54th 

0206 2nd thru 5th, 8th, 

9th, 10th, 20th, 
21st, 22nd, 25th, 
26th, 31st, 33rd, 
35th, 36th, 52nd, 
60th, 62nd, 65th, 
68th, 72nd, 74th, 
75th, 80th and 
86th 

0233 1st thru 20th 

0264 12th thru 15th, 

22nd, 31st 

0297 51st thru 81st 


0639 

0713 

0796 

0797 

0842 

0878 

0909 

0965 

0996 

1118 

1246 

1251 

1289 

1295 

1304 

1324 

1346 

1455 

1461 

1490 

1535 

1550 

1692 

1731 


1804 

1815 

1851 

1874 


1st thru 30th 

101 st thru 122nd 

20th 

30th 

14th 

83rd, 84th, 85th 
36th 

14th, 15th, 17th 
1st thru 36th 
21st thru 26th 
1st thru 5th 
1st thru 10th, 
21st 

1st thru 60th 
1st thru 50th 
1st thru 10th 
1st thru 10th 
94th, 95th, 96th 
4th, 5th 
24th 

64th thru 86th 
1st thru 24th 
1st thru 57th 
1st thru 20th 
1st thru 41st, 
83rd, 84th 
41st, 42nd 
1st thru 51st 
111th thru 119th 
1st thru 15th 
1st thru 42nd 
59th thru 72nd 
71st thru 74th 
71st, 72nd 
1st thru 25th 
21st, 22nd 
1st thru 16th 
11th, 

51st thru 88th 
51st thru 74th 
70th 

1st thru 21st 
28th, 34th 
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MAILBAG 


AGONIZING DECISION 

What an agonizing decision it 
was to choose the subject of 
greatest interest to me on the 
latest NCS Official Ballot. 1 can’t 
ever remember so many excellent 
topics together on the same bal¬ 
lot. I’ll bet the voting will be 
close! 

Richard P. Scott (0947) 
Arlington, Virginia 

DOCTOR SALK 
NOMINATED 

As a new member of The Na¬ 
tional Commemorative Society, I 
have to agree with Allen Berglund 
(1024) who suggests variety in 
our selection of subjects for future 
NCS commemoratives. In my 
opinion, important people who 
give other people happiness, love 
or just a helping hand when in 
need, should not be overlooked. 
If a commemorative has not as 
yet been issued paying tribute to 


Doctor Jonas Salk, one should 
be. There is a man who really 
gave a helping hand to the en¬ 
tire world. 

I am so glad I became a mem¬ 
ber of our Society—I enjoy each 
new issue very much. 

Mrs. John Pastorino (2716) 
San Bruno, California 


NORMAN ROCKWELL: 

A FITTING TRIBUTE 

1 hereby nominate Norman 
Rockwell for an NCS coin-medal. 

1 feel that Norman Rockwell has 
contributed much to America by 
his beautiful paintings and 
sketches of old (as well as new) 
America. He helps us regain what 
is lost, and preserve what is pres¬ 
ent. He has his own style and 
flair—which makes him a truly 
great artist. 

1 feel that an NCS commemora¬ 
tive issued in honor of Norman 
Rockwell will not only be a fitting 
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tribute to a great artist, but will 
be our way of repaying a man 
who has given so much to all 
of us. 

Stephen J. Bitetti (0476) 
Brooklyn, New York 

DEEP GRATITUDE 

It is not often that I sit down 
and write a formal letter, but I 
feel 1 had to express my deep 
gratitude to the NCS Board and 
their associates for the fast, cour¬ 
teous and efficient service the 
NCS uses in conducting our So¬ 
ciety’s business. 

I joined The National Com¬ 
memorative Society in February, 
and although 1 am a relatively 
new member, I have acquainted 
myself with the Society’s affairs 
from its inception in 1964 through 
the present by reading the back 
issues of the newsletter. 

I enjoy receiving the beautiful 
silver medals and I feel a close¬ 
ness with the distinguished sculp¬ 
tors who have the artistic talent 
to commemorate a person or hap¬ 
pening associated with our 
national heritage. 

The NCS newsletter is very 
informative and I enjoy reading 
the comments from other mem¬ 
bers of our Society. Please con¬ 
tinue your endeavors to keep the 
NCS on top, where it belongs. 

Clifford J. Sachs (1003) 
Dover, New Jersey 

GOLD FEVER 

Regarding the letter from 
George J. Chonko (0546) in the 
In the Mailbag section of last 


month’s newsletter, I think a 
poll of the members would indi¬ 
cate that he is far from alone in 
his idea of a special issue for 
July of 1976. I have always felt 
that the St. Gaudens $20 gold 
piece was the most beautiful 
coin ever minted, and that Gilroy 
Roberts is the greatest medallic 
sculptor alive today. Perhaps Mr. 
Roberts would do us all the 
honor of a recreation of the $20 
gold piece for the July, 1976, 
NCS Commemorative. It could 
be available both ways, in sterling 
silver and in gold to fit the de¬ 
sires and pocketbooks of all NCS 
members. 

One other thing in passing. I 
sincerely hope that the next ten 
years will be as great for all NCS 
members as the first ten have 
been. I have enjoyed each medal, 
the newsletter, and the many 
friends met over the years, when¬ 
ever and wherever I’ve had the 
opportunity to talk or show my 
NCS collection. 

C. E. Davis (4199) 
Muncie, Indiana 


LOST AND STOLEN PROOFS 

(continued from page 2) 
Membership No. Proofs 

1965 101st thru 112th 

1968 38th thru 89th 

2000 1st thru 6th, 

9th thru 20th 
2066 8th 

2068 46th 

2160 14th 

2211 68th, 69th 
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2254 1st thru 20th 

2341 66th 

2379 1st thru 24th 

2412 1st thru 30th 

2418 1st thru 57th 

2419 1st thru 47th 

2436 73rd thru 85th 

2529 3rd thru 92nd 

2537 51st thru 87th 

2598 11th thru 20th 

2657 25th 

2672 75th thru 100th 

2696 1st thru 24th 

2760 73rd thru 77th, 

80th, 81st, 82nd 
2787 1st thru 10th 

2805 1st thru 15th 

2823 12th, 13th, 14th 

2893 1st thru 18th 

2961 73rd 

2970 1st thru 7th 

3094 46th thru 50th 

3154 9th 

3169 1st thru 10th 

3221 1st 

3238 3rd, 21st 

3300 78th thru 87th 

3316 1st thru 14th 

3390 1st thru 11th 

3406 51st thru 82nd 

3424 1st thru 39th 

3528 20th, 21st 

3619 1st thru 10th, 

12th, 13th, 14th 
3628 1st thru 50th 

3716 1st thru 108th, 

111th 

3806 11th 

3807 1st thru 57th 

3836 1st thru 114th 

3849 47th 

3870 1st thru 15th 

3891 1st thru 54th 

3905 1st thru 30th 

3948 1st thru 10th 


3956 1st thru 52nd 

3984 35th 

3986 1st thru 10th, 

21st thru 30th 
4074 1st thru 50th, 

60th, 64th, 65th, 
73rd, 74th, 75th, 
80th, 81st, 82nd 
4076 1st thru 69th 

4113 41st 

4145 1st thru 40th, 

42nd, 44th thru 
48th, 52nd, 

54th, 55th, 56th, 
59th thru 70th 
4175 59th 

4200 83rd, 84th 

4296 1st thru 10th, 

14th, 15th 

4383 1st thru 49th 

4422 51st thru 71st 

4469 24th, 31st thru 

34th 

4481 12th 

4558 24th 

4591 11th 

4660 23rd 

4721 21st thru 25th, 

31st, 33rd thru 
37th, 39th 

4743 22nd, 23rd, 24th 

4790 1st, 2nd 

4812 17th 

4856 1st thru 78th 

4974 1st thru 23rd 

5018 1st thru 4th, 

6th thru 72nd 

5068 25th 

5102 1st, 10th 

5150 31st thru 40th 

5168 1st thru 86th 

5187 1st thru 48th 

5227 14th 

5243 45th 

5252 19th 
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DANIEL CAIMI 
Sculptor of the NCS 
Independence Hall 
Coin-Medal 


Daniel Caimi was born on Jan¬ 
uary 1, 1924, in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. As a boy, he at¬ 
tended weekend classes at Phil¬ 
adelphia’s Graphic Sketch Club. 

In high school, he took every 
art course that was offered as 
well as a night school course in 
drafting at Drexel Institute of 
Technology. But by the time 
Caimi finished high school. World 
War II had begun, and before 
long he found himself a member 
of the armed services. On his re¬ 
turn to Philadelphia, the G.l. Bill 
enabled him to study at the John 
Hussian School of Art and the 
Philadelphia College of Art. 

Caimi’s interest in medallic 
sculpture was first aroused when 
he saw a film on the subject pro¬ 
duced by The Franklin Mint. He 
visited The Franklin Mint Sculp¬ 
tors’ Studio to observe the me¬ 
dallic technique at first hand. 


Thoroughly fascinated, he re¬ 
turned to his own studio, where 
he put his observations to good 
use, along with his previous 
studies concerning sculpture in 
the round. This resulted in the 
creation of several fine works of 
medallic sculpture—and it was not 
long after that he was invited to 
become a member of The Frank¬ 
lin Mint Sculptors’ Studio. 

Over the years, Mr. Caimi has 
been a member of the Council of 
Delaware Artists, the Philadel¬ 
phia Sketch Club and the Chester 
County Art Association. 

His principal achievements in¬ 
clude: 

• Medals: Gold Discovered at 
Sutter’s Mill Medal, Medallic His¬ 
tory of California, 1971; Valerius 
Cordus, Paul Ehrlich and Fried¬ 
rich August Fluckiger Medals, 
Medallic History of Pharmacy, 
1971, 1972; Moses and the Ten 
Commandments, Sir Edward 
Coke, William the Conqueror, 
Lord Mansfield and St. Thomas 
Aquinas Medals, Legal Heritage 
Society, 1971; Hopi Indians of 
the Southwest Medal, Indian Tri¬ 
bal Series, 1971; John Paul Jones 
and William Lloyd Garrison 
Medals, Patriots Hall of Fame, 
1972; International Association 
for Dental Research and Amer¬ 
ican College of Dentists Medals, 
Medallic History of Dentistry, 
1972; Lincoln’s Home, Cumber¬ 
land Gap, Fort McHenry, Custer 
Battlefield and Coolidge Home¬ 
stead Medals, Great Historic 
Sites, 1972; Night Watch, The 
Genius of Rembrandt, 1974. 
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THE INDEPENDENCE HALL COIN-MEDAL 
Sculptured by Daniel Caimi 


124th COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 


Independence Hall was orig¬ 
inally the State House for the Prov¬ 
ince of Pennsylvania. Before it 
was built, the Provincial Assembly 
had to rent a house because there 
was no official site for its meet¬ 
ings. 

To provide a regular meeting 
place, funds were set aside in 
1729 specifically for the building 
of a State House. The following 
year a committee of the Assem¬ 
bly—having selected the south side 
of Philadelphia’s Chestnut Street 
between Fifth and Sixth Streets 
as a site—began to purchase the 
land. Ground was broken for the 
new structure in the spring of 
1732. 

By 1769, the Assembly had se¬ 
cured all the property (now Inde¬ 
pendence Square) south to Walnut 
Street. Master carpenter Edmund 
Woolley and lawyer Andrew Ham¬ 
ilton planned the building and 
supervised its construction. It was 
designed in the dignified Georgian 
architectural style of the period. 


In the spring of 1775, the Sec¬ 
ond Continental Congress con¬ 
vened in Independence Hall. This 
Congress took on the authoritative 
powers of a sovereign body: or¬ 
dering enlistment of troops, con¬ 
struction of fortifications, and the 
issue of a national currency. And 
then—on July 4, 1776—Indepen¬ 
dence Hall became the birthplace 
of our country’s freedom with the 
signing of the Declaration of Inde¬ 
pendence. 

Today, Independence Hall is a 
lasting and very visible reminder 
of our struggle for that indepen¬ 
dence. Moreover, it houses an¬ 
other great American landmark— 
the Liberty Bell, internationally 
famous as a symbol of law and 
justice. And, when visitors come 
to Independence Hall, they hear a 
taped message that tells the story 
of the Liberty Bell. It goes some¬ 
thing like this: 

The Liberty Bell is a symbol of 
the sovereign rights of the people. 
This bell has played a greater role 
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in history than any other bell in 
the world. Cracked and mute, 
resting silently today in the corri¬ 
dor of Independence Hall, it has 
been heard in the hearts of free¬ 
dom-loving people throughout the 
world. Its effect as an emblem of 
liberty is magnetic, drawing those 
who seek their human birthright 
hopefully toward fulfillment. 

But like the liberty it repre¬ 
sents, the bell itself experienced 
many troubles and survived many 
problems. Each difficulty increased 
its value, and made it more en¬ 
during as a symbol. 

The bell was cast to commem¬ 
orate the 50th Anniversary of Wil¬ 
liam Penn’s Charter of Privileges, 
a charter which insured freedom 
for the citizens of Pennsylvania. 
That was the reason for the pro¬ 
phetic Old Testament inscription 
“Proclaim liberty throughout all 
the land unto all the inhabitants 
thereof’. 

A firm in England made the 
first cast in 1752, but the very 
first time it rang in Philadelphia, 
it cracked. But that was not the 
crack visible today, for the 2,000- 
pound bell was recast from the 
same metal. 

The local workmen who remade 
the bell are known only as Pass 
and Stow. They did their job well, 
for the bell rang for many years 
in the tower of Independence 
Hall. It called assemblymen to 
meetings, rang out the hours, rang 
as an alarm for fires and, since it 
quite probably rang for civic cel¬ 
ebrations, we may assume that 
there were years following 1776 


when it also rang in observance 
of the 4th of July. 

How did the crack you can see 
today come about? Tradition has 
it that, during the funeral pro¬ 
cession for one of America’s 
greatest men, it rang so steadily 
and with such force that it cracked. 
It was tolling the death of Chief 
Justice John Marshall, whose 
work on the United States Su¬ 
preme Court did more than that 
of almost any other man in pre¬ 
serving the Constitution of our 
country. 

Although an effort was made 
to save the tone of the bell by 
drilling the crack, this was not 
effective. Later, an attempt was 
made to ring it again on George 
Washington’s birthday. But the 
physical sound was dead. There¬ 
after, its symbolic message be¬ 
came more important than the 
actual ringing had ever been. 

But the bell was not at first 
known as the Liberty Bell. It 
wasn’t until a few years before the 
Civil War that opponents of slav¬ 
ery-heeding its inscription, “Pro¬ 
claim Liberty”—adopted the old 
bell as a symbol of their cause 
and called it the “Liberty Bell.” 
Then, through poems, magazines 
and schoolbooks, the bell soon 
became a universal symbol of 
liberty. 

Today, the Liberty Bell reminds 
each of us of our rights and priv¬ 
ileges—but also of our duties and 
responsibilities as free men. To 
each of us it suggests a rededica¬ 
tion to the principles under which 
this country was founded. That is 
the silent but forceful and inspira¬ 
tional message of the Liberty Bell. 
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TIME FOR NOMINATIONS 


A special NOMINATIONS form 
NCS newsletter. Each member is 
jects which he or she believes are 
worthy of commemoration by 
NCS. All of the resulting nomi¬ 
nations will be tabulated, and the 
new subjects placed on future 
ballots will be those which were 
nominated by the largest number 
of NCS members. 

In the event some great Amer¬ 
ican passes away during the 
ensuing months, the Board may 
decide to place his name on the 
ballot as an additional choice. 

But the main choices will come 
from the results of this semi¬ 
annual nomination campaign. 

REMINDER: 

QUARTERLY DISPLAY 
CONTEST CLOSES JANUARY 10 

The deadline for receipt of 
entries in the current Quarterly 
Display Contest is January 10. 
The Quarterly Prize of $250 will 
be awarded to the NCS member 
who submits a photograph of the 
most interesting display of NCS 


is enclosed with this issue of the 
asked to list on this form all sub¬ 
material exhibited at some time 
during the months of October, 
November or December, 1974. 
The winner of this Quarterly 
Contest then becomes eligible to 
win an Honorary Lifetime Mem¬ 
bership by having his exhibit 
judged “Best of 1974.” 

SECOND CONTINENTAL 
CONGRESS BICENTENNIAL 
SELECTED BY NCS MEMBERS 
FOR 133rd COMMEMORATIVE 

A Commemorative in Honor of 
the 200th Anniversary of the 
Second Continental Congress has 
been selected by NCS members 
to be the subject of the 133rd 
NCS Commemorative—the 33rd 
Issue in Series III. This com¬ 
memorative is scheduled to be 
issued in August, 1975. 

The final count of votes cast 

0 "lsSS. 







A Commemorative in Honor of 
the 200th Anniversary of 
Patrick Henry’s “Liberty or 

Death” Speech . 995 

A Commemorative Tribute to 

the Marquis de Lafayette . 341 

A Commemorative Tribute to 

Ethan Allen . 298 

The two new subjects added to 
the ballot this month, each of 
which was duly nominated and 
seconded are: 

A Commemorative in Honor of 
the 200th Anniversary of the 
United States Navy 
A Commemorative Tribute to 
Admiral George Dewey 

The current ballot is for the 
134th NCS Commemorative. 


COMMEMORATIVES IN 
THE WORKS 

No. 126—January, 1975 
Alvin York and Audie Murphy 
Sculptor—Edward Grove 
No. 127—February, 1975 
Mount Vernon 
Sculptor—Vincent Miller 
No. 128—March, 1975 
Paul Revere’s Ride Bicentennial 
Sculptor—James Berry 
No. 129—April, 1975 
Lexington and Concord 
Bicentennial 

Sculptor—Ernest Schroeder 

No. 130—May, 1975 

United States Army Bicentennial 

Sculptor—Lewis King 

No. 131—June, 1975 

Charles A. Lindbergh Memorial 

Sculptor—Hal Reed 

No. 132—July, 1975 

Battle of Bunker Hill Bicentennial 

Sculptor—Calvin Massey 
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THREE CONTAINERS AVAILABLE 
FOR NCS PROOFS 

There are three ways in which 
you can house your NCS collec¬ 
tion, ranging from the traditional 
display chest to a luxurious 
plaque. 

As most members know, each 
Deluxe Collector’s Chest holds 
10 NCS proofs and is accom¬ 
panied by a serially-numbered 
outside nameplate identifying 
the issues contained in that 
chest. Chests are now available 
to hold proofs 1-10, 11-20, 21- 
30, 31-40, 41-50, 51-60, 61-70, 
71-80, 81-90, 91-100, 101-110, 
111-120, and 121-130. The 
chests (including outside name¬ 
plate) are priced at $7.50 each. 

Second, and most strongly 
recommended, is the Deluxe Al¬ 
bum which holds 50 proofs. 
Albums are currently available 
for Series I (the first 50 NCS 
commemoratives), Series II (the 
second 50 NCS commemora¬ 
tives) and Series III (the third 
50 NCS commemoratives). These 
albums are priced at $12.50 
each. 

Third, and most elegant, is 
the Lucite wall plaque. Each 
wall plaque holds 50 proofs. 
Plaques—now available for Se¬ 
ries I, Series II and Series III— 
are shipped complete with the 
appropriate set of nameplates. 
The price is $59.50 for each 
plaque ordered. 

Any of the items listed above 
may be ordered by sending a 
remittance in the proper amount 
to NCS headquarters. 



THE MAILBAG 


ROCKWELL RENOMINATED 

I would like to second the nom¬ 
ination by Stephen J. Bitetti 
(0476) of Brooklyn, N. Y., for an 
NCS commemorative medal in 
honor of Norman Rockwell. 

As a long time admirer of the 
works of Norman Rockwell, I 
would be very pleased if a coin¬ 
medal could be issued in his 
honor. 

Richard G. Bennett (2631) 
Stonington, Connecticut 


INDEPENDENCE HALL 
MEDAL LAUDED 

I wish to compliment Mr. Dan¬ 
iel Caimi and the Society for 
creating the magnificent Inde¬ 
pendence Hall Coin-Medal. It is 
truly a work of art and I believe 
one of the finest coin-medals 
ever offered by The National 
Commemorative Society. Mr. 
Caimi, through his creation, has 


captured on two sides of a medal 
the complete graphic story of 
“The Hall and Bell.” As a native 
Philadelphian, I am very proud 
and excited to own this coin¬ 
medal. 

Lastly, I completely agree with 
Mrs. John Pastorino (2716) that 
we should honor Dr. Jonas Salk. 
There are few people in the field 
of medicine (deceased or living) 
who have contributed more to the 
well being of the human race. 

William R. Streckenbein (5166) 
Cinnaminson, New Jersey 

ROTARY FOUNDER 
NOMINATED 

I have two subscriptions to 
The National Commemorative 
Society and, on various occasions, 
I have written in the name of 
Paul Harris—the founder of Ro¬ 
tary International—on the Official 
Ballot. 

I have been a Rotarian for 21 
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years and have participated in 
upholding the ideals and work¬ 
ings of Rotary in the southeastern 
part of Pennsylvania. It is most 
difficult to describe in letter what 
Rotary has meant throughout the 
world and why I feel so strongly 
about my request that a medal 
be issued in memory of Paul 
Harris. 

I certainly hope that other mem¬ 
bers will nominate this worthy 
man so that his name can be 
placed on a future NCS ballot. 

Paul S. Vollrath (1116) 
Glenside, Pennsylvania 


GOLD MEDAL SUGGESTIONS 

I second the nomination of a 
solid gold medal proposed by 
George Chonko. This will be very 
costly, but members could start 
saving now. 

Graydon B. Wadleigh (4863) 
Laporte, Texas 

I totally agree with the letter 
from George J. Chonko (0546) in 
the October newsletter, espe¬ 
cially since none of our country’s 
official Bicentennial commemora¬ 
tive coins will be struck in gold, 
or even in sterling silver. How¬ 
ever, since the price of a gold 
commemorative may be more than 
some collectors could afford, I 
would like to make the following 
suggestions: 

1. The July, 1976, issue should 
definitely commemorate the 200th 
Anniversary of our country. 

2. The commemorative should 
be issued in silver, with each 
member being given the option 


to order it struck in gold instead. 
Details on price, design, etc., 
would be given to members well 
in advance of issue so they could 
make their decisions at that time. 

3. A separate, gold commem¬ 
orative medal should also be is¬ 
sued by NCS. I feel that the im¬ 
portance of this event justifies a 
gold commemorative, especially 
since this gold issue, too, would 
be optional. 

I would further suggest that 
the reverses of both medals be 
the same. But they should have 
different designs on the obverse. 

David A. Babinski (4043) 
Lancaster, California 

I also think that the request of 
George J. Chonko (0546) was a 
good one. The fact that there 
would be only one gold piece in 
our collection would increase the 
value of our collections. And even 
if there might be more editions 
of gold pieces, the value should 
continue to climb. 

I joined The National Com¬ 
memorative Society because you 
offer silver medals. I have many 
collections of silver coins and 
medals and I think that one gold 
medal would be a sensational 
addition to my personal collection. 

Charles A. Franco (3802) 
Paterson, New Jersey 

George J. Chonko’s letter in 
the October newsletter is cer¬ 
tainly worthy of our immediate 
attention. I too believe that NCS 
should issue a special gold medal 
for July, 1976. Here are my sug¬ 
gestions on how such a medal 
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could become a part of all or 
most of the NCS members’ col¬ 
lections. 

In addition to the Society’s reg¬ 
ularly issued medal for July, 
1976, a gold medal would be pro¬ 
duced. The gold content would 
be decided in a Special Ballot 
sent to each member. The ballot 
would contain the following im¬ 
portant details: 

1. Choice of subjects. 

2. Room for a member to indi¬ 
cate whether he or she wishes to 
acquire this gold medal. Each 
member who decides affirmatively 
would have his or her serial num¬ 
ber inscribed on the edge of the 
medal. 

3. In helping to decide the gold 
content, NCS would indicate on 
each ballot the estimated approx¬ 
imate prices for medals of differ¬ 
ent gold content, each based upon 
the market price of gold at the 
time of the balloting. 

Since the cost of the medal 
would influence a member’s de¬ 
cision to acquire the medal, the 
following ideas could be con¬ 
sidered: 

1. Members may wish to de¬ 
cide on the size of the medal. 

2. An extra monthly invoice 
could be inserted with the reg¬ 
ular invoice for those members 
who decide to purchase the medal. 
For example, a $200 medal would 
cost a member $10 a month for 
20 months. With this approach, 
the medal could be partly—or 
completely—paid for by the time it 
arrives in July, 1976. 

As you can see, the entire idea 


is based upon how quickly ballots 
are sent out and returned. 

If the membership does decide, 
as I hope they will, to urge NCS 
to move forward and issue a gold 
medal, then the Society must act 
quickly to purchase the gold 
needed to fill all orders, thus 
guaranteeing that the price of the 
medal would not change despite 
any rise in gold prices. 

Mr. Chonko and I will need 
the support of the entire mem¬ 
bership. So let’s hear it. 

Dennis J. Sabo (0342) 
Trenton, New Jersey 


“SEEING EYE” DOG 
ORGANIZATION NOMINATED 

I would like to alert the mem¬ 
bers of The National Commem¬ 
orative Society to a most won¬ 
derful organization that I feel 
should be honored by our So¬ 
ciety. 

I’m speaking of the “Seeing 
Eye” dog organization and Mor¬ 
ris Frank, the blind young man 
who brought the first specially 
trained seeing eye Alsatian dog 
from' Switzerland to America. 
Through this organization, now 
located in Morristown, New Jer¬ 
sey, many individuals who pre¬ 
viously had to depend on other 
people have been freed to move 
about society with relative ease. 

I, for one, would like to see 
this outstanding organization 
honored with an NCS commem¬ 
orative. 

Thomas Masters (4894) 
London, Ontario 
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CAESAR RUFO 
Sculptor of the NCS 
Amelia Earhart 
Coin-Medal 

Caesar Rufo was born in Phil¬ 
adelphia, Pa., on August 15, 
1929. He received a scholarship 
to the Tyler School of Fine Arts 
at Temple University, where he 
studied under the eminent sculp¬ 
tor Raphael Sabatini. He con¬ 
tinued his education at the 
Fleisher Art Memorial, the Phil¬ 
adelphia College of Art and the 
Academy of Fine Arts, all located 
in Philadelphia. 

Mr. Rufo resides with his wife 
Marie and their three children in 
suburban Philadelphia. He has 
taught many classes in sculpture 
—both privately and through the 
adult school program in the Phil¬ 
adelphia area. 

His achievements include: 

• Medals: Cabeza de Vaca Ship¬ 
wreck medal, Texas Under Six 
Flags, 1969; James Otis medal, 
History of the American Revolu¬ 


tion, Franklin Mint, 1970; Orga¬ 
nization of International Numis¬ 
matists medal, 1970; 25th Anni¬ 
versary of the Signing of the 
Japanese Surrender, Franklin 
Mint, 1970; Gemini 4 medal, 
America in Space, 1970; Albert 
Einstein, Booker T. Washington 
medals, Gallery of Great Amer¬ 
icans, 1970; Battle of the Alamo, 
Goodnight - Loving Trail, Sam 
Houston, Mier Expedition, Texas 
Annexed to the United States, 
Buffalo Bayou & Colorado Rail¬ 
road, Texas Seceded from Union 
medals, Texas Under Six Flags, 
1970; Ambroise Pare, Albrecht 
Von Haller medals. Medical Her¬ 
itage Society, 1970; Jefferson 
Memorial, Lincoln Memorial 
medals, Nation’s Monuments Se¬ 
ries, 1970; Maisonneville, Paul de 
Chomedey, Jean Baptista Talen, 
Leif Ericson Landing medals, 
Wellings Mint Ltd., 1970; Peters- 
burg-Lincoln Survey Commem¬ 
orative medal, Franklin Mint, 
1971; Texas Annexed as a State, 
Forty-Niners Seek El Dorado 
medals. The Franklin Mint His¬ 
tory of the United States, 1971; 
Saint Simon the Zealot medal, 
Catholic Commemorative Medal 
Society, 1971; All medals to date, 
The La Scala Bicentennial Treas¬ 
ury of Opera’s Most Beautiful 
Moments, 1973, 1974. 

• Sculpture: Life - size wall 
plaque, Judge William R. Toll 
Building, Media, Pennsylvania, 
1971; Bronze bust of Congress¬ 
man Lawrence G. Williams, 1971; 
Bronze life-size head of young 
girl, 1971. 
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THE AMELIA EARHART COIN-MEDAL 
Sculptured by Caesar Rufo 

125thCOMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY STRUCK BYTHENATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 


Amelia Mary Earhart (Mrs. 
George Palmer Putnam), one of 
America’s great heroines, and one 
of the foremost woman pilots in 
the world, was born in 1897 at 
Atchison, Kansas. 

She attended public and private 
schools in Atchison and later 
joined her family in a succession 
of moves, attending schools in 
Kansas City, Des Moines, St. Paul 
and Chicago. In spite of such 
changes, she graduated from Chi¬ 
cago’s Hyde Park High School 
on schedule. Then, for ten years, 
she moved restlessly from one 
enthusiasm to another in search 
of a career. 

Through all these years, flying 
was one of her major interests. 
She took her first plane ride in 
1920, and soon decided to be¬ 
come an aviatrix. Though her 
training in this area was sporadic, 
while she worked to earn money 
for her flying lessons, she still 
was able to solo within a year. 


Soon after, she set an unofficial 
altitude record for women. 

In 1928, she was chosen to 
accompany Wilbmer Stultz (pilot) 
and Louis Gordon (mechanic) on 
a transatlantic flight sponsored 
by Mrs. Frederick Guest. On 
June 17, 1928, the tri-motored 
Friendship rose from Trepassey, 
Newfoundland, on a venture that 
was to win Amelia Earhart the 
distinction of being the first wom¬ 
an to fly the Atlantic. Twenty 
hours and forty minutes after 
takeoff, the Friendship landed 
near Burryport, Wales. 

In 1929, she set a women’s air 
speed record and placed third in 
the first Women’s Air Derby. 
The following year she set a se¬ 
ries of new speed standards, and 
in 1931 she toured the country in 
an autogiro in which she also set 
an altitude record. She married 
George Palmer Putnam, a book 
publisher and promoter, on Feb¬ 
ruary 7, 1931. 
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On May 20, 1932, five years to 
the day after Charles A. Lind¬ 
bergh’s historic flight, she took 
off from Harbor Grace, New¬ 
foundland, in her red highwing 
Lockheed Vega monoplane. Four¬ 
teen hours and fifty-six minutes 
later—after experiencing storms, 
wing icing and a fractured man¬ 
ifold ring which threatened de¬ 
struction of her plane—she landed 
in a cow pasture outside London¬ 
derry, Ireland. Thus, Amelia Ear- 
hart became the first woman to 
fly solo across the Atlantic 
Ocean. 

That flight also set a trans¬ 
atlantic record, and she became 
a national heroine. During a joint 
session of the United States Con¬ 
gress, she was awarded the Dis¬ 
tinguished Flying Cross—the first 
woman in American history to be 
so honored. 

She won many other awards, 
citations and plaques, including 
a Columbia Broadcasting Sys¬ 
tem’s medallion for bravery and 
accomplishment. 

Three months after her Atlantic 
solo. Miss Earhart established a 
women’s non-stop transconti¬ 
nental speed record, flying 2448 
miles—from Los Angeles, Cali¬ 
fornia, to Newark, New Jersey— 
in 19 hours and 5 minutes. Less 
than a year later, she lowered that 
mark to 17 hours and 7 minutes. 

In January 1935, she became 
the first pilot to fly alone from 
Hawaii to the United States main¬ 
land. In May of that year she 
made the first non-stop flight 
from Mexico City to Newark, 


which was then the airport serv¬ 
ing metropolitan New York. 

In 1935, she also became a 
visiting faculty member of Purdue 
University. Then Purdue Research 
Foundation set up an Amelia Ear- 
hart Fund for the purchase of a 
plane and she chose a new, twin- 
engined Lockheed Electra trans¬ 
port. 

Amelia Earhart next planned a 
flight around the world which, 
ironically, was scheduled to be 
her last. She planned this as an 
equatorial trip in leisurely hops. 
Her first attempt failed during 
take-off at Honolulu. But she had 
the ship repaired and set out 
anew from Miami, Florida, with 
Fred Noonan as her co-pilot. 

They proceeded uneventfully to 
South America, Africa, India and 
Australia. On July 1, 1937, they 
left Lae, New Guinea, planning 
to cross 2550 miles of open ocean 
before reaching tiny Howland Is¬ 
land in the mid-Pacific area. The 
Coast Guard cutter Itasca, sta¬ 
tioned off Howland, served as a 
guide. But soon Miss Earhart’s 
messages indicated distress. And 
then—nothing further was heard. 

The greatest rescue search in 
the history of aviation followed. 
But no trace of her plane was 
found, and she was declared le¬ 
gally dead in 1939. 

Nevertheless, the search for 
Amelia Earhart continues; some 
people still hope that the mys¬ 
tery of the disappearance of the 
woman who was one of the 
world’s greatest pilots will some 
day be solved. 
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